
Keeping Power in the  
Hands of the People
Local governments allow people to live and 
work in ��������	

������ that best match 
their 
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��
government service levels and regulatory climate.

Local governments prevent other layers of 
government from overreaching into people’s 
������� and �����	
.

The independence and authority of townships 
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and large land tracts. 
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ranks 28th in the 
number of local 
governments per 
capita.

Nearly half of the 
local governments in 
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or fewer residents. 
These smaller 
governments are  
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present public budget 
challenges.
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Townships: 
Serving  
Michigan’s
Communities



MTA Legislative Priorities  
on Behalf of Townships
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Delivering the Best Value  
for Local Services
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�� Serve nearly 52% 
of the state’s 
������	�


�� Govern more than 
96% of the state’s 
land area
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�� Spend 79% less for 
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capital outlays

�� Spend 78% less for 
salaries and wages
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�� Spend 53% less for 
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�� Spend 35% less for 
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total revenue
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property tax revenue
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eliminated from statutory  
revenue sharing.
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ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION
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ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE
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should complement township growth and 
development rather than hinder it. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
"�H�'�����������
�������������'����������
�������'�������������������
��I����'���

������'�	�
������������������
��������
���
�����
����
��	�
����������%��
�����
��
�
���I���������
�	�
����������������
���
����������������������J���'������
������	
�������
������
����
�	�	�����
��

����'�������������������
����
�����0�����
"�H���������������
�������
��������
��
��

�
������	�
����
��������'������������
��
����
��������'����������������
����
����
and boundaries should be protected 
�������
���������������������������
	���
services.

TOWNSHIP OPERATIONS
State and federal governments should give 
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$186 million per year for road 
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no statutory responsibility to fund roads. 
Given the level of local money that 
townships voluntarily contribute to the 
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