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INTRODUCTION 
To provide quality recreational opportunities for the Flushing area, representatives from the City of 

Flushing, Flushing Charter Township and the Flushing Community Schools, serving as the Flushing Area 

Recreation Planning Committee, have revised the “Flushing Area Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan” as 

a tool to guide the development and preservation of the area’s park system.  Map 1 and Map 2 show the 

location and boundaries of this plan. 

 

The first step in the development of the plan involved gathering and updating information about the 

Flushing area.  Physical characteristics of the area, demographic information about the community, and an 

inventory of existing facilities from the previous plan were updated with input from the committee. 

 

In preparing this plan, the committee relied upon various methods of public input as well as representation 

from each stakeholder group within the committee that directed the plan as assembled by ROWE 

Professional Services Company.  The plan represents the committee’s attempt to respond to these wishes 

within the bounds of their role in area parks and recreation planning and the fiscal limitations of the Flushing 

area. 

Past Accomplishments 

The results from previous recreation plans have included over $1.5 million dollars in grant funding for 

projects that have improved quality of life for the Flushing community and added value for its residents.  

Within the last five years alone, projects have included construction of the new Creekview Trail segment 

of the Flushing Rivertrail system, replacing the overlook at Riverview Park, adding new playground 

equipment at Mutton Park, upgrading Eastview Park parking lot, demolishing the former utility building in 

Waterworks Park, adding a pavilion along the rivertrail in the city, and replaced decking on Riverview Trail 

Boardwalk.  A Neighborhood Improvement Authority was established that includes various city parks. 

 

Flushing Township has maintained and seal-coated the parking lot and improved the gravel drive and is 

preparing a grant application to improve the kayak launch at the Flushing Township Nature Park.   

 

The school district is pursuing a Safe Routes to School grant to improve walkability connections to school 

facilities within the community. 
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Map 1 – Location Map 
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Map 2 – School District Map 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
The outer geographic boundaries of the Flushing area include Flushing Township, the City of Flushing, and 

the Flushing Community School District.  The Flushing Community School District includes the City of 

Flushing, most of Flushing Township, and parts of Clayton, Flint, and Mt. Morris Townships.  According 

to the 2016 U.S. Census estimate, the population to be directly served by the development of recreational 

facilities includes the residents of the City of Flushing (population 8,129); Flushing Township (population 

10,353); and the Flushing Community School District (population 18,482). Since the school district 

includes all the city and most of the township, their population figure is closest to representing the number 

of residents in the Flushing area.  The current student enrollment at Flushing Community Schools is 4,182 

students; a 96-student increase from the previous 2017 enrollment.  

 

Table 1: Community Population (1990-2016) 

Year Flushing (City) Flushing (Township) 

1990 8,559 9,223 

2000 8,345 10,277 

2010 8,389 10,640 

2016 (Estimate) 8,129 10,353 

 

The Flushing area lies in the mid-eastern portion of the lower peninsula of Michigan.  The area contains 

roughly 36 square miles.  Land use in the Flushing area is a combination of single-family, residential, and 

agricultural use.  Flushing Township is predominantly agricultural, with much of the agricultural frontage 

property committed to single-family housing.  Land use in the City of Flushing is primarily single-family 

housing with a two-block downtown shopping area, as well as a commercial strip along Pierson Road. 

Transportation 

The City of Flushing lies approximately 2½ miles west of I-75, a primary north-south road which links 

Florida with Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  State Highway M-13, another all-weather north-south traffic 

route, lies approximately 3 miles to the west.  Interstate I-69, an important east-west traffic route, is 

approximately 6 miles to the south. 

 

Aviation transportation is also available through Bishop International Airport, located 11 miles south of the 

community.  Private air service is provided through Dalton Airport located in Mt. Morris Township.  Rail 

service is available in Flint by way of Amtrak.  

Topography, Vegetation and Soils 

The Flushing area is dominated by the Flint River Valley.  The Flint River flows in a northerly direction 

along the southern and western portions of the City of Flushing and continues north, bisecting Flushing 

Township.  The valley is characterized by rich sandy loams ideal for the growth of vegetation.  As a result, 

the valley is characterized by dense woodlots containing many varieties of trees and provides a scenic and 

natural setting for the entire Flushing area. 

 

The remaining land in the Flushing area, not contained within the Flint River Valley, can be generally 

characterized as fairly level to slightly rolling clay loams and silt clay loams.  This land is highly productive, 

and much is used for agricultural uses such as soybeans, corn, and beans. 

 

A generalized soil survey was completed for Genesee County by the United States Department of 

Agriculture's (USDA) Soil Conservation Service (April 1972). 
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Part of the initial planning process of potential recreational areas should include consideration and 

evaluation of existing soil types and should be a contributing factor in determining the recreational use.  

Map 3 graphically depicts the soil features. 

The soils of Flushing Township are categorized into five broad soil associations.  They are: 

• Conover-Brookston association – These soils are level to gently sloping, poorly drained loams with 

a clay loam subsoil.  They are located on till plains. 

• Celina-Conover-Miami association – These soils are level to sloping, somewhat poorly drained to 

well-drained loams with clay loam subsoil.  They are located on uplands. 

• Del Rey-Lenawee association – These soils are level to gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained 

and poorly drained silt loams and silty clay loams that have a silty clay loam subsoil.  They are 

located on lake plains. 

• Granby-Gilford association – These soils are level, poorly drained loamy sands underlain by sands, 

and sandy loams that have a dominantly coarse sandy loam subsoil underlain by sand and gravel.  

They are located on lake plains. 

• Boyer-Spinks-Ceresco-Cohoctah association – These soils are nearly level, well drained to poorly 

drained sandy loams.  They are located on bottom lands, outwash plains, and terraces. 

 

As noted in the USDA Soil Conservation Service Soil Survey of Genesee County, Michigan, the soil survey 

is designed and can be used to evaluate the potential of the soil and management needed to ensure proper 

performance.  In addition, the Flushing Area Recreation Committee, officials, and specialists in recreation 

can use the survey to help them understand, protect, and enhance each of the recreation sites referenced in 

this plan. 
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Map 3 – Soils Map  
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Water Resources 

The principal water resources in Flushing Township are the Flint River, Brent, Cole, Armstrong, and Mud 

Creeks.  There are no public lake facilities in the area.  

 

The level and flow of the Flint River are regulated by the City of Flint using dams and reservoirs.   

 

Flushing Township lies primarily within the Flint River watershed, with the exception of the far western 

edge, which is located in the Shiawassee River watershed.  The Flint River traverses the City of Flushing 

in a northeasterly direction, descending at a rate of 3 feet per mile.  North of the city, it flows northerly 

through the township at a rate of 4 feet per mile. 

 

The Flint River is recognized as a regional recreational asset for paddle sports, fishing, and non-motorized 

trails. It is part of a 142-mile water trail pending state and national designation. The corridor hosts a variety 

of key habitats including bold eagle nesting sites.  

 

Climate 

Genesee County is located in southeastern Michigan, where the lake effect is not as great as it is in most 

other sections of the state.  The Soil Survey for Genesee County, Michigan contains weather data for the 

City of Flint for the period 1937 to 1966.  The data shows the temperature was zero or lower an average of 

6 days in winter and was 90 or higher an average of 14 days in summer.  Average annual precipitation was 

29.58 inches.  Snowfall averaged 40.5 inches per year but varied considerably from year to year.  There 

was an average of 39 days per year with snow cover, the average depth of the snow on days with snow 

cover being 5.0 inches. 

Existing Land Use 

There is a relatively large amount of land used for farmland, single-family residential, and lying vacant in 

Flushing Township.  The City of Flushing is relatively more urbanized with residential, commercial, and 

light industrial uses, with considerably less open space. 

Natural Resource Inventories 

There has been extensive use and a fair amount of documentation along the Flint River and specifically 

within the Flushing Township Nature Park.  Of the 130 acres in the park, there are 55 acres of prairie, an 

equal amount of wetlands, and ¾ mile of riverfront.  Seventeen (17) Eco structures / land management sites 

have been identified within the park (refer to the Appendix for a summary).  The park has the self-described 

‘largest native landscape’ in the region and is currently being managed through a Natural Resource 

Community Service grant through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

 

The Flint River Watershed Coalition has ongoing programs that include use, as well as observation, of key 

features along the stretch of the river from Flushing Township to the City of Flushing.  This includes user 

awareness of various key habitat areas, as well as portage locations and a hands-on method for increasing 

awareness of this resource.  The Genesee County Community Water Quality Consortium is also an active 

resource that is facilitated by the Drain Commission, providing education and contacts for storm water 

management.  The DNR Fisheries Division completed a Flint River Assessment special report in 2001.  

Flushing is included in the “Middle Flint River” section of this report, a segment of 26.2 miles.  The 

recommendations within the report for this segment include promoting recreation fishing opportunities and 

providing additional access (pp.82).  Primary fish species include walleye, smallmouth bass and sucker.  

The link for this report is http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_52259_10951_19056-46270-

-,00.html. 

 

Studies completed by GLS Greenlinks include the Flushing community in its tri-county inventory and 

analysis for Shiawassee, Lapeer and Genesee County.  Specific resources that were reviewed include the 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_52259_10951_19056-46270--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_52259_10951_19056-46270--,00.html
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“Conservation Lands Needs Assessment for the GLS Region” and “Potential Conservation Areas 

Assessment for Genesee, Lapeer, and Shiawassee Counties”.  These documents identified various priority 

2 and 3 lands for conservation. 

 

There is also the draft Regional Non-motorized Transportation Plan completed by the Genesee County 

Metropolitan Planning Commission that is being used as the basis for future trail connections. 

Zoning 

In the City of Flushing, “publicly owned and operated parks, parkways and recreational facilities” are 

permitted by right in all residential zoning districts.  Municipal uses are also permitted by right in the 

business and industrial districts. 

 

In Flushing Township, the Sports and Recreation (SR) District is intended to permit the siting of large-scale 

sports and recreation land uses in the township.  The district permits public parks and a wide range of other 

recreational facilities.  In residential zoning districts, public facilities such as churches, schools, cemeteries 

and community buildings are permitted by right.  It appears it would be interpreted that public parks are 

also permitted by right in these districts. 

 

Zoning does not appear to be a development constraint for recreational facilities within the Flushing area. 

Age Distribution: 

The age distribution of the Flushing community provides a strong backdrop to the history and traditions of 

the area.  

 

Table 2: Age Distribution 

 Flushing 

(City) 

Flushing 

(Township) 

Under 19 2,033 2,815 

20-29 817 970 

30-49 1,923 2,679 

50-64 1,796 2,554 

65 and Over 1,820 1,622 

*Information based on 2010 US Census Information 

Employment 

A large proportion of workers are commuting elsewhere, notably Flint, to work.  Since 2000 there has been 

a shift and reduction in the employment picture for the community, the most dramatic changes being in the 

construction and factory trades. 

 

  

http://www.assuregreatplaces.org/assets/PDFs/Greenlinks_Community_Needs_Assessment.pdf
http://www.assuregreatplaces.org/assets/PDFs/Greenlinks_Potential_Conservation_Areas_Assessment.pdf
http://www.assuregreatplaces.org/assets/PDFs/Greenlinks_Potential_Conservation_Areas_Assessment.pdf
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
Roles and Budgets 

The Flushing Area Recreation Planning Committee was formed in 1990 to provide guidance for operation 

and maintenance of parks and recreation in the Flushing area.  It is the committee's responsibility to prepare 

and regularly update a Master Plan of recreational needs for the Flushing area, which includes the city, 

township and the school district.  The operation, maintenance and capital development of the existing parks 

and recreation programs in the Flushing area are carried out by the individual governmental agencies in 

their respective jurisdictions.  The Recreation Master Plan serves as the overall guide for future capital 

development of the entire Flushing area. 

 

A Parks and Recreation Committee provides guidance for operation and maintenance of parks and 

recreation in the City of Flushing. 

 

Management and operations of the Senior Center is through a non-profit organization serving the City of 

Flushing, Flushing Township and Clayton Township through an interlocal agreement, including 

representation on the board.  Local municipalities make contributions, along with support from a county 

millage. 

 

The implementation of recreation services in the city are coordinated by the City Manager's office and 

performed by the Department of Public Works.  The total parks and recreation operating budget for the City 

of Flushing is as follows: 

 

 

Table 3:  City of Flushing Budget –Recreation 

Description 2017-18 

Salaries-Wages $28,718 

Retirement $18,588 

Overtime $595 

Fringe Benefits $4,074 

Operating Supplies $3,640 

Contractual Services $3,743 

Utilities $10,826 

Equipment Rental $20,743 

Park Improvement $2,640 

Total $93,567 

 

The City of Flushing also has additional sources of revenue available for parks property through the 

Cornwell Park Fund and the Flushing City Parks Advisory Fund. Both are used for park capital 

improvements, maintenance and operations cost.  

 

Flushing Township has an appointed Flushing Township Nature Park (FTNP) Board.  One of the functions 

of the Flushing Township Nature Park Board is to oversee the operation and maintenance of the Nature 

Park in the township.  The FTNP Board recommends to the Township Board the need for permanent full-

time or part-time employees for operation and maintenance purposes.  The current Park and Recreation 

Fund for Flushing Township is as follows: 
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Table 4:  Flushing Township 2018-19 Park Department Budget 

Park Department  

Part Time – Wages $10,000 

FICA/Medicare 800 

Office Supplies & Postage 100 

Marketing & Promotion 1,000 

Audit Expense 500 

Contractual Services 500 

Maintenance and Supplies 4,000 

Gas & Oil Expense 700 

Insurance & Bonds 1,000 

Utilities 2,000 

Equipment Repairs & Maintenance 1,500 

Capital Improvements 5,000 

Miscellaneous Expense 500 

Prescribed Burn 12,000 

Equipment 3,200 

  

Total $42,800 

 

Previous township budgets included over $90,000 in revenues from cell tower agreements, which allowed 

for 1.5 full-time equivalent staffing for one full-time manager and half-time naturalist at the Nature Park.  

CDBG funding supported up to 2.5 seasonal positions.  Currently, the township has redirected most of this 

budget into the general fund, limiting staffing to a part-time maintenance staff person.  As a result, 

development and maintenance operations rely heavily on networking and volunteer efforts from both 

residents and staff.  Current staffing does not appear to allow time or resources for seeking grants needed 

to support maintenance and programming for the park due to reduced funding. 

 

Due to the proximity of Flushing County Park, there is often a misconception by residents that the area 

parks are supported by millages that are dedicated to county parks.  Better communication on this distinction 

would be helpful. 

 

A tax increment finance plan was established based on 2016 taxable values within a Neighborhood 

Improvement Authority that includes the following recreation facilities; Waterworks Park, Eastview Park, 

Water Tower Park and Springview Elementary School. Benefits of a Neighborhood Improvement Authority 

include the following, however, are not limited to: 

1. Use tax increment financing to complete improvement projects according to local priority while 

leveraging other funding sources, such as private, state, federal and philanthropic  

2. Create a clear plan to improve the district, implemented through private / public partnerships 

3. Encourages home ownership by bringing more people into the district to live, work and play 

4. Encourages property improvements and development, thus generating more property tax revenues 

5. Promotes interest in mixed use development 

6. Creates an enhanced neighborhood that retains residents 

7. Promote open green space that can be used for recreation and preserve natural habitat   
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Collaboration  
The City of Flushing has passed a resolution to be included in the Genesee County Parks and Recreation 

Commission current 5 Year Parks and Recreation Plan. 

 

Flushing Township and the City of Flushing have formally adopted a Memorandum of Understanding in 

conjunction with the Flint River Watershed Coalition as part of the National Watertrail application. A copy 

of these are included in the appendix, outlining common Flint River Watertrail goals, partnership 

responsibilities and a defined decision- making process that is shared with over 15 regional public agencies 

along the Flint River corridor. 

 

There is a strong volunteer effort, demonstrated by the following examples: 

• Eagle Scout projects completed by local youth; 

• Flushing Riverview Trail Committee – trail plantings, clean-up, Trail of Terror, etc.; 

• Flint Watershed Coalition coordination in Fresh Water Forever program; 

• Rotary sponsored event at Riverview Park; 

• School District cooperation with AYSO, Flushing Baseball Inc., travel baseball, youth tackle and 

flag football, cheerleading, wrestling and lacrosse; 

• Watershed Coalition and Flushing Parks and Recreation Committee Flint River cleanup; and, 

• Concerts in the Park, Movies in the Park 

 

Many other volunteers are active in school programs and other events.  Resources should be made available 

such as equipment, tools, etc. that can leverage the labor that is available, especially as the baby boomer 

generation ages and has more disposable time that can offset the maintenance cost of facilities. 

 

The Community Services Director of Flushing Community Schools coordinates the recreation related 

programs that are offered through the school district.  The total recreation operating budget for Flushing 

Community Schools for fiscal year 2018-2019 is approximately $34,399 for community / after school 

programs and associated staffing. 

 

The adoption of this updated Flushing Area Recreation Master Plan will ensure positive communication 

between the city, the township and the school district, as these entities work individually to achieve the 

common goals and objectives that they established in the Plan. 

 

The administrative structure for the Flushing Area Recreation Planning Committee can be represented as 

follows: 
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Figure 1:  Administrative Structure Flow Chart 

  
 

Programming 

The Flushing community enjoys the advantage of natural resources, such as the Flint River and associated 

facilities that cater toward more passive recreation.  Active sports programs are mainly coordinated through 

the school district or private organizations.  The only paid recreation position for the Flushing area, outside 

of school coaching, is the part-time naturalist at the Nature Park.  Due to funding cuts, the previous 200+ 

programs that were run at the Nature Park have been reduced to a handful.  Key programs and informal use 

of facilities in the area include: 

Event Participation Location Comments 

Little League baseball 900 City parks 100+ coaches 

AYSO soccer 700 School  

Various 200 / day Senior Center  

Natures Halloween 400-1200 FTNP 8th year 

Fresh Water Forever 20-40 Flint River 3-mile paddle 

Maple Syrup  40-400 FTNP 1-day event 

Freedom Works 15-30 FTNP Daily visits by disability group 

Crim, walking groups 50 FTNP / Rivertrail Minimum daily use offseason 

Cross County Events 30 FTNP In addition to school training 

Movie in the Park 300-1200 City bandshell 10 volunteers 

Concerts in the Park 300-500 City bandshell 10 volunteers 

Flushing Chamber 

Summer-Fest 

4,000 Riverview Park Annual week-long event 

10 volunteers 

Trail of Terror 800-900 Riverview Trail 1-day event 

Youth Tackle Football / 

Cheerleading 

500 School  
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RECREATION INVENTORY 
Regional Facilities 

On a regional level, the Flushing area is located within a 30-mile radius of five state recreation areas and a 

number of state game areas (see Map 4). 

 

The Flushing area lies within a 15-mile radius of the entire Genesee County Park System, which totals over 

10,000 areas of recreational area (see Map 5). Two of these county parks, the Genesee Recreation Area and 

the Holloway Reservoir Regional Park, provide over 9,500 acres of recreational area that include such 

activities as swimming, boating, hiking, biking and cross-country skiing. The remaining five major Genesee 

County parks contain over 800 acres, which offer similar types of facilities to citizens of the Flushing area.  

One of these parks, the Flushing County Park, is immediately adjacent to the City of Flushing and is listed 

in the recreation inventory. 

Flushing Area Facilities 

The following recreation inventory is a comprehensive list of public and private recreation areas and 

facilities in the Flushing area. The inventory will be important when considering decisions related to public 

recreation and will be valuable in planned development. 

 

As in a significant number of communities across the State of Michigan, the local school district provides 

a valuable resource of facilities and programs for local community recreation.  Besides providing basic 

recreational amenities, the Flushing Area School District has provided recreational opportunities through 

its community school program and adult night school program. Facilities provided by the school district are 

therefore included in the recreation inventory. 

 

The Senior Center provides multi-purpose space for 250 people, including a commercial kitchen.  An art 

room, activity room and computer lab also provide resources. Activities have expanded to an old 

gymnasium located in the Early Childhood Center.  

 

Private recreation developments are important because they can relieve the demand and use pressure on 

public special use areas.  These facilities can include golf courses, rifle ranges, batting cages, etc.  Flushing 

area private recreation facilities are included in the recreation inventory. 

 

Information in the inventory table of parks and recreation facilities will list a location map identification 

number, the type of facilities available at that site, and total acreage of sites where available.  These sites 

are shown on the Recreation Inventory Map. 

 

Flint River WaterTrail 

With the pending designation as a National Watertrail, Flushing and Flushing Township are part of a 142-

mile water trail system with various other public agencies with commitment to the following best practices: 

• Recreation – The water trail route has established public access points that accommodate a 

diversity of trip lengths and provide access to a variety of opportunities for recreation and 

education.  

• Community Support – Local communities provide support and advocacy for maintenance and 

stewardship of the water trail. 

• Education – The water trail users are provided with opportunities to learn about the value of water 

resources, cultural heritage, boating skills, and outdoor ethics. 

• Trail Maintenance – There is a demonstrated ability to support routine and long-term maintenance 

investments on the water trail. Facilities are designed, constructed, and maintained by incorporating 

sustainability principles.   

• Public Information – The public is provided with accessible and understandable water trail 

information, including details for identifying access and trail routes; cultural, historic, and natural 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
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features; hazards; and water quality. The water trail is promoted to the community and broad 

national audience. 

• Planning – Maintain a water trail plan that describes a vision, desired future conditions, and 

strategies to strengthen best management practices. 

• Conservation – The water trail provides opportunities for communities to develop and implement 

strategies that enhance and restore the health of local waterways and surrounding lands. 

  

Flushing Riverview Trail 

This trail segment is interconnected within the county-wide trail system and the Flint River Watertrail. 

Based on trail user counter data collected by the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission in 

2018, this section of trail has the highest average use per day in Genesee County. Over a 5-week period the 

trail had counts over 19,000 with average daily traffic of 535 and a peak of 816 users. 

 

In 2018, the Creekview Trail Segment opened to the public. Through the use of public sidewalks these two 

trails are connected, providing a 6-mile connector route for walking, biking and or running.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4SrVFTje6OtSFhPbjVGUDRBeEVlNlZjLWtobWFoRGpoRU84/view?usp=sharing
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Map 4 – Major Recreation Areas Near Genesee County  
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Map 5 – Genesee County Park System  
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Table 5:  Recreational Facilities Inventory 

FLUSHING AREA PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

City of Flushing 

Riverview Park 

 

1 Parking Spaces (60) 

Amphitheater (Band Shell) 

Basketball Court 

Benches 

Drinking Fountains (2) 

Ice Rink (Outdoor) 

Picnic Area 

Playground (Playscape) 

Swimming Pool (Outdoor) 

Tennis Court 

Restrooms 

Pavilion 

Stankwitz Clock Plaza 

Canoe/Kayak launch 

7.4 

Mutton (Bonnie View) Park 

 

2 Parking Spaces (15) 

Softball Diamond (Lit) 

Basketball Court (Lit) 

Benches 

Playground 

Picnic Area 

 

3.5 

Waterworks Park 

 

3 Parking Spaces (20) 

Softball Diamond 

4.0 
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FLUSHING AREA PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

Eastview Veterans' Memorial 

Park 

 

4 Parking Spaces (30) 

Softball Diamond (Lit) 

Youth Ball Diamonds (4) 

Horseshoe Pits (Lit) (10) 

Picnic Area 

Playground 

Pavilion 

14.4 

River Road Park 

 

5 Parking Spaces (10) 

Playground 

Picnic Area 

Basketball Court (full) 

4.6 

Cornwell Park 6 Fountain 

Benches 

Picnic Tables 

0.2 

Somerset Park 7 (Undeveloped) N/A 

Various 

Senior Citizens Center 8 Organized Activities N/A 

Trails 

 

9 Non-motorized Trails (2.5 miles)  
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FLUSHING AREA PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

Flushing Township 

Flushing Township Nature Park 

 

10 Parking Spaces (25) 

Trails (2+ miles) 

Picnic Pavilion 

Restrooms 

Park Maintenance Building 

Observation Tower 

Park Office 

Cross Country Trails 

Fishing Access Sites 

Prairie Habitat 

Wetland Ecosystem 

130 

Genesee County 

Genesee County Flushing Park 11 Playground 

Picnic Areas (5) 

Pavilions (5) 

Basketball Courts (2) 

Softball Diamonds (3) 

Tennis Courts (2) 

Cross Country Ski Trails (2 miles) 

Dog Park 

105 

 

FLUSHING COMMUNITY SCHOOLS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

Springview Elementary School 

 

A Parking Spaces (72) 

Athletic Field 

Baseball Diamonds (2) 

Softball Diamonds (2) 

Gymnasium 

Multipurpose Room 

Playground 

Soccer Field 

14.3 

Flushing Early Childhood 

Center 

 

B Parking Spaces (68) 

Softball Diamond 

Basketball Hoops (2) 

Gymnasium 

Multipurpose Room 

Playground 

5.9 
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FLUSHING COMMUNITY SCHOOLS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

Central Elementary School 

 

C Parking Spaces (111) 

Athletic Field 

Softball Diamonds (4) 

Basketball Courts (2) 

Football Field (Lighted w/Concessions) 

Gymnasium 

Multipurpose Room 

Playground 

24.5 

Flushing High School 

 

D Parking Spaces (800) 

Athletic Field w/Concession Stands 

Softball/Baseball Diamonds (2 of each) 

Football/Lacrosse Fields (3) 

Gymnasium 

Multipurpose Room 

Running Track 

Soccer Fields (2) 

Tennis Courts (12) 

104 

Seymour Elementary School and 

Recreation Complex 

 

E Parking Spaces (136) 

Athletic Field 

Softball Diamond 

Basketball Courts (3) 

Gymnasium 

Multipurpose Room 

Playground  

Soccer Fields (7) w/100 unpaved parking 

spaces 

Restrooms 

Pavilion 

50 

Elms Elementary School 

 

F Parking Spaces (93) 

Softball Diamonds (2) 

Gymnasium 

Playground 

Soccer Fields (2) 

Basketball Courts (2) 

Pavilion 

17 

Middle School 

 

G Nature Path 

Softball Fields (2) 

Baseball Fields (2) 

Soccer / Football Fields (3) 

Indoor Gym 

45 
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PRIVATE RECREATION FACILITIES 

Name 
Map 
I.D.# Facilities Available Acreage 

Genesee Sportsmen's Club AA Skeet and Trapshooting Range N/A 

Trinity Baptist Church BB Softball, paintball, outdoor basketball  

Flushing Community Church of 

the Nazarene 

CC Basketball and cheerleading: gym N/A 

Flushing Rifle and Pistol Club DD Indoor Shooting Range N/A 

Flushing Valley Golf & Country 

Club 

EE Golf Course N/A 

King Par Golf Course & Driving 

Range 

FF Golf Course 

Driving Range 

N/A 

Colonial Lanes GG League and Open Bowling N/A 

Flushing Lanes HH League and Open Bowling N/A 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church II (1) Softball Diamond N/A 

St. Roberts Church JJ Organized Activities N/A 
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Map 6 – Flushing Area Recreation Inventory Map 
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BARRIER-FREE COMPLIANCE 
The Flushing Area Parks and Recreation Committee recognizes the importance of providing barrier-free 

recreation opportunities.  All recreational facilities developed in the Flushing area in the future will follow 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The following is a summary of how the Flushing area 

community complies with barrier-free regulations based on self-reporting and site visits by ROWE staff: 

 

Ranking Key 

 1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

 2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

 3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

 4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

 5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 

Flushing Township (Ranking 3) 

The Flushing Township Park is the only recreational facility owned by the township.  All improvements 

completed within the park, including the restrooms and pavilion, are ADA-compliant.  Some future 

improvements to ADA compliance would include accessible routes and access to the Flint River, 

playground equipment and kayak access.  

Park Office 
Houses the park manager’s office, plus a small display case filled with various plant and animal 

specimens. 

Pavilion 
A 30’ x 50’ covered pavilion has 8 picnic tables (built by an eagle 

scout) that will seat up to 60 people.  The pavilion has electrical 

outlets for use.  There are accessible tables as well. 

 

The pavilion cannot be reserved; it may be used on a first come, first 

serve basis.  The intended use of the pavilion is for small, informal 

groups such as picnics or meetings. 

Bathroom 
There is a two-room unisex bathroom available for the public.  This is 

currently the only place for running water; there is one drinking 

fountain on the premises.  The bathroom was built in 2004 and is 

compliant, although a paved walk from the parking area is needed. 

Pole Barn 
A large pole barn is used for the Nature Park staff for storage and to 

conduct various projects. 

Observation Tower 
An impressive, scenic, two-story observation tower is located in the 

northwest corner of the Nature Park.  This is a great place to stop and 

rest and look out into the woods.  The Beech-Maple Forest, back 

swamp and Flint River can be seen from the tower.  The view of the 

Flint River is obscured in late spring though early fall due to the 

foliage on the trees.  This is not accessible. 
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Playground 
A small playground sits directly behind the pavilion, consisting of a swing set, teeter-totter, two spring 

horses, and a handicap accessible spring platform. 

Stairs 
There are two sets of natural stairs built into the hillside at the 

furthest north and south ends of the park.  The individual steps are 

split locust logs.  Locust wood has a very high resistance to natural 

deterioration.  The stairs lead to the lower elevation of the park to 

the floodplain of the Flint River and wetlands. 

Boardwalk / Paths 
Currently, there is roughly 360 linear feet of wooden boardwalk that 

crosses over one of the wetland areas, allowing safe and dry passage.  

One of the Nature Park’s goals is to have boardwalk built in all areas 

on the river trail that passes through wet areas.  A ¼ mile paved loop 

path is accessible, that includes relocated plant communities along it 

representing the entire park, as well as interpretive signs adjacent to 

the path. 

 

A crushed limestone drive was completed that improves accessibility 

to the Flint River public access site. 

Benches 
There are many benches (built by an eagle scout) placed throughout 

the park for resting and relaxing. 

River Access 
There is an increase in recreational kayak use on the Flint River with pending state and national water 

trial designation.  The provision of an accessible kayak launch would complete a connection to the 

accessible kayak facility in Montrose Township, approximately 8 miles away. 
City of Flushing 

A report on the city’s public facilities and how they comply with State and Federal barrier-free laws was 

completed by Rowe Incorporated’s Building Inspection Department in 1996.  The report is entitled “City 

of Flushing - Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance Study”.  A summary of the rankings based on 

that report and recent supplemental site visits are as follows: 

Riverview Park (Ranking 2) 
There are various elements to the park, including a recent clock plaza that provides access to viewing 

the Flint River, although there are older portions of the Bicentennial Trail that have heaved pavement 

that still provides access, but also has some uneven surfacing.  The basketball, tennis courts and 

bandshell are compliant, although parking could be more convenient.  The playground is a community-

built structure that is not completely accessible. 

 

Tucker Pool (closed); some accessible routing, parking, addition of exterior lift devices and interior 

changing facilities require improvements, if this facility were to be re-opened for use. 
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Mutton (Bonnie View) Park (Ranking 1)  
The unpaved parking lot requires paving and routes to the ball fields and other site features. 

Waterworks Park (Ranking 1)  
The unpaved parking lot requires paving and routes to the ball fields and other site features. 

Eastview Veterans Memorial Park (Ranking 2)  
The unpaved parking lot; routes to the playground and other site features can be improved. 

River Road Park (Ranking 1) 
The unpaved circle drive / parking lot requires paving and routes to the playground and other site 

features. 

Cornwell Park (Ranking 3) 
This urban pocket park along Main Street in downtown is accessible from the adjacent sidewalk. 

Somerset Park (N/A)  
Undeveloped 

Senior Center (Ranking 3) 
Most features comply; staff is available for accommodations. 

Flushing Riverwalk Trail (Ranking 5)  
Portions of this were recently built and a variety of trailheads allow various levels of accessibility, but 

once on the route, the trail is compliant. 

Flushing Creekview Trail (Ranking 5)  
Trail was recently built and meets all the elements of accessibility.  

 

The city intends that all future development within city parks be barrier-free and/or universally accessible. 

Flushing Community Schools (Ranking 3) 

All outdoor recreational facilities owned and operated by the school district are barrier-free.  The school 

district had an ADA-compliance study completed in 1996 and has worked diligently toward meeting ADA 

compliance requirements.  A major project has been completed with the construction of the Middle School 

recently, which is in full compliance with accessibility. 

 

The only indoor educational facility with barrier-free limitations is the Early Childhood Center (Old 

Flushing Junior High) on Chamberlain Street, which has two stories but no elevators.  The school district 

has mandated that if a class has a student with a mobility limitation and cannot climb stairs, that student’s 

class shall be held on the first floor.  The policy permits people with disabilities who wish to use school 

facilities or participate in recreational programming to do so at the school. 

 

The Flushing Community Schools recently were approved to start a bond proposal to update and modernize 

the indoor/outdoor recreational facilities around the district. Most of the work will be to update and upgrade 

the restroom facilities around Flushing High School and the construction of a new basketball court with an 

indoor running track.  
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Summary of Barrier-Free Compliance 

All of the three Flushing area communities are committed to providing recreational opportunities to people 

with disabilities.  It is the policy of each of the communities that future recreational improvements within 

area parks or at area schools be barrier-free and seek to be universally accessible to provide seamless 

integration for all ages and abilities. 

Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities 

City of Flushing 
The following projects are on record with the MDNR.  The improvements at Riverview Park continue 

to be used for public recreation use.  Tucker Pool was closed in 2012 due to excessive operational costs. 

 

      BF89-313 1989 Riverview Park Improvement $75,000.00 Closed 

BF91-107 1991 Tucker Pool Renovation $157,500.00 Closed 

TF87-275 1987 Eastview Park $45,000.00 Withdrawn 

TF92-232 1992 Bueche Reuse Land Acquisition $187,500.00 Withdrawn 

TF16-0007 2016 Flushing Trailway Extension $300,000 Closed 

Flushing Township 
The Flushing Township Nature Park was acquired through an MDNR Trust Fund grant.  It continues 

to meet the requirements of providing access for public recreation and serves not only township 

residents, but regional use, at no charge for access to the facility. 

 

TF92-141 1992 123 Acre Acquisition $168,750.00 Closed 

TF95-248 1995 Access drive, pavilion, restroom,  $151,000.00 Closed 

CM99-146 1999 Trail, office, tower, playground $261,525.00 Closed 

TF04-034 2004 1,900lft boardwalk $131,600.00 Closed 

RP11-440 2011 Access drive $18,600.00 Closed 

 

Flushing Community Schools 
BF90-007 1990 Soccer complex $112,500.00 Closed 

 

The AYSO Soccer fields at Seymour Elementary continue to be in use. 

 

Post completion forms have been completed for each project and are located in the appendix. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS 
The City of Flushing, Flushing Township and Flushing Community Schools jointly prepared a parks and 

recreation plan in 1995, 1999, 2005, 2010 and 2018.  These plans have served as a foundation for this plan.  

For the purpose of updating the plan, the three jurisdictions reconvened the joint planning committee 

consisting of representatives from each jurisdiction that prepared the previous plan. 

 

It should be noted that the individual communities, which adopted the 2013 plan, have continued to revisit 

the plan over the last five years as their recreational priorities have changed.  The communities have been 

actively involved in applying for State recreational grants over this time. 

 

Public participation in the plan's development includes Parks and Recreation Committee meetings, public 

hearings, and public meetings of the City of Flushing, Flushing Township, and Flushing Community 

Schools. 
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Flushing Township has conducted an online survey for gathering additional input/feedback from the 

community, specific to township residents. The township survey was active from October 15th through 

October 31st. The results were collected and are included in the appendix of the plan.  68% of township 

residents responded that park and recreation facilities were extremely important to their quality of life; an 

equal amount said the Flint River is extremely important regarding the future recreational activities and 

programming in the township.  Most of the respondents supported development of kayak, fishing and other 

water sport activities.  

 

The City of Flushing is in the 

process of revising the City 

Master Plan.  As part of this 

process a separate on-line 

survey was conducted in 

October 2018 that included 

questions dealing with parks and recreation. The results from this survey are included in the appendix.  Most 

city respondents feel the number of parks within the community is ’just right’. The priority for non-

motorized trails from highest to lowest is sidewalks, pathways connecting to parks and trails, nature paths 

and exercise trails. Riverview Trail has the highest average use per day in Genesee County based on the 

2018 trail count data.  

 

As part of the Safe Routes to School process, Flushing Community Schools completed a survey process to 

identify key walkability issues in the community.  Results are included in the appendix. 

 

The Flushing Community Parks and Recreation Committee first met on October 4, 2018 at that time, the 

items discussed included the review of the existing recreation plan and improvements that have been made 

since the last plan. The input from the committee and various survey results were used to update the goals 

and action plan items within the plan. 

 

The committee reviewed the plan in November 2018. The plan was advertised on November 8, 2018 in the 

Flushing View Newspaper and posted for community review and input for a one-month period from 

November 9th to December 10th, 2018.  Appropriate revisions were made to the plan.  The plan was 

recommended for approval by the committee on______________. 

 

A notice was issued for each of the agency’s public hearings on_____________. The plan was then 

presented to each of the jurisdiction's governing bodies at public hearings.  The City of Flushing, Flushing 

Township and Flushing Community Schools all held public hearings to discuss the Recreation Plan, at 

which the general public was invited to attend and provide input and ideas.  Resolutions of adoption were 

approved at public meetings. 

 

The plan was adopted by the Flushing Township Board on_____________.  

  

The plan was adopted by the City of Flushing City Council on_____________.  

 

 The plan was adopted by Flushing Community Schools on______________.   

 

 

All resolutions of adoption, meeting minutes and public notices are included in the Appendix. 

 

  



Flushing Area 

Recreation Master Plan 2019-2023 Page 28 

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  
The need for certain recreational facilities is based on a need’s assessment using survey input, committee 

representation and other local factors as a determination of what is best for the community. 

 

An overall guide for the recreation goals for the Flushing community will be to leverage development and 

maintenance efforts by pursuing partnerships, grant funding and volunteer efforts, when appropriate to 

share resources. 

 

Priorities will be to maximize on current facilities first, prior to developing new elements.  The 

following goals support this (not listed in any order of priority). 

Goal 1:  Pursue grants and develop partnerships and advocates to serve park and recreation 
needs. 

Continue to seek partnerships with other recreational providers and agencies and with neighboring 

communities to share ideas and provide non-competing programs and facilities.   

 

• Actively support and model a regional recreation approach; document current successes and missed 

opportunities.  Practice shared-use approach and formulate a structure that can sustain this approach. 

• Support Chamber of Commerce role to promote tourism and business growth, along with ‘quality of 

life’ assets in the community through coordination of programs, festivals, community calendar, etc. 

• Use grants to develop park facilities with support from various agencies. 

• Use local partnerships with Rotary, Lions Club, etc. to provide / leverage donated labor and match for 

key projects. 

• Maintain a clean and safe park environment. 

• Involve youth and develop future leadership within the park and recreation community. 

• Utilize funding from the Neighborhood Improvement Authority for key projects. 

Goal 2:  Meet community, county and regional needs for year-round indoor and outdoor 
recreation opportunities. 

Maintain quality of life and retain existing population.  Stimulate the area economy through recreation-

related tourism and community revitalization. 

 

• Develop an approach to evaluate underserved or maintenance / budget challenged facilities. 

• Develop small intensive use facilities balanced by larger passive use / lower maintenance areas. 

• Increase accessibility within existing parks. 

• Analyze key properties with resource value to maximize available resources for development. 

• Support ongoing sports programs and facilities (AYSO, disk golf, little league, youth football, etc.) 

Goal 3:  Provide public access to water bodies, particularly the Flint River, and to facilitate their 
recreational use. 

• Protect the Flushing area's natural recreation resources and provide for their public use and enjoyment. 

• Refer to resource agencies and existing studies to recognize:  limits of flood plain and forested land; 

outdoor recreation and greenspace; and scenic, historic, educational and environmental significance.  

Judicious development should allow a close relationship with natural features without destroying them. 

• Acquire key properties of significance as appropriate. 

• Improve and maintain public access to the Flint River. 

• Support a regional “Water Trail” route along the Flint River Corridor. 



Flushing Area 

Recreation Master Plan 2019-2023 Page 29 

 

• Promote water trails throughout the area through the National Water Trails System (through the 

National Parks Service) as well as the pending State of Michigan Water Trail designation.  

Goal 4:  Promote non-motorized connections within existing facilities. 

Build on the assets and successful trail system currently in place. 

 

• Utilize and expand on existing sidewalk / trails to provide linkages to parks, schools and neighborhoods. 

• Increase universal accessibility with emphasis along and to the river. 

• Maintain routes as appropriate for all season use. 

• Expand trail network to rural destinations through ‘complete streets’ design, including bike lanes, 

where appropriate. 

• Support the Genesee County Regional Trail plan. 
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ACTION PLAN 
The following are specific action plan items that will address the goals and objective statements listed 

earlier. 

All Agencies 

• Coordinate and maintain annual communication with Genesee County Parks and Recreation 

Commission, Flint River Watershed Coalition, Crim and other stakeholders regarding 

programming and use of facilities. Implement MOU commitments for Flint River Water Trail. 

• Promote Complete Streets features in future projects through discussions with Genesee County 

Road Commission and local projects. 

• Seek endowments for perpetual maintenance and programs for facilities. 

• Develop volunteer adopt-a-park efforts to address litter in parks and along trail. 

• Involve youth in liaison or intern positions on committees, special projects, etc. 

• Engage existing service clubs with opportunities for maintenance and development within park 

facilities. 

City of Flushing 

• Develop Riverview Park per Master Plan Concepts; coordinate with Rotary Club of Flushing. 

• Utilize Flushing City and Park Advisory Fund to coordinate minor improvements within the parks 

system.  

• Participate in Safe Routes to Schools and Crim programs. 

• Conduct a study to re-purpose Tucker Pool building. 

• Relocate sled hill in Riverfront Park. Allow for alternate use. 

• Pursue Flint River Trail extension; connecting Creekview to Seymour Road. 

• Resurface basketball court at Riverview Park and Bonnie View/Mutton Park. 

• Maintain public access and requirements of DNR funded facilities. 

• Coordinate with FRWC on canoe/kayak seasonal storage and watertrail signage. 

• Develop Mutton Park/Bonnie View Court per Master Plan concept 

Flushing Township 

• Participate in Safe Routes to Schools and Crim programs. 

• Maintain trail system through the Township Nature Park. 

• Maintain a part-time employee for maintenance of the Township Nature Park. 

• Maintain security of Township Nature Park by Township police department. 

• Maintain public access and requirements of DNR funded facilities. 

• Seek additional hosting opportunities for events /revenue generation at the Township Nature Park. 

• Develop an accessible kayak launch at Nature Park to provide an accessible water trail connection 

to Montrose Township Park. 

• Coordinate with FRWC on watertrail signage. 

• Trail connection/participation on Seymour Road corridor. 

Flushing Community Schools 

• Coordinate with the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) and CRIM program to construct new sidewalk 

connections between the middle and high school and sidewalk connections to the elementary 

schools (Central, Elms, Seymour, Springview, Early Childhood Center and St. Roberts).  

• Pursue Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative for place-based education, training, programs, grants 

and park improvements www.glstewardship.org 

• Construct trail along Carpenter Road to Springview Elementary/trail connection to AYSO 

fields/Seymour Elementary School.  

http://www.glstewardship.org/
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Appendix A: Post-Completion Forms 
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Appendix B: Public Input, Misc. 

  



Q1 I am a resident of Flushing Township
Answered: 16 Skipped: 0
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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100.00% (16)

100.00% (16)

100.00% (16)
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Summary 
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Overview 
  

  

The Genesee County Regional Non-Motorized Plan has been developed 

to provide a framework for creating an interconnected system of trailways 

throughout Genesee County.    

                

The goals of this plan and initiative are: trail connectivity, alternative 

transportation, safety for all users, recreational opportunities, providing 

resources for implementation and education.  

 

Trails provide many benefits to the 

community including an improved 

transportation system, health and safety, 

environmental preservation and economic 

vitality for the community.  Trailways are an 

important component of creating a livable 

community and attracting a talented 

workforce to Genesee County.  

 

There are over 81 miles of non-motorized 

pathways in Genesee County, yet they are 

not interconnected.  In this plan you will 

discover potential trail connections 

identified with help from local communities, trail advocates, transportation 

planners, educational institutions, and public input.   Every area of the 

county has some potential trail connections outlined in this plan.  

 

Design standards and guidelines for good trail development have been 

outlined.  Funding and implementation strategies are also included.  

 

A trail wayfinding system for Genesee County is incorporated into this plan 

with informational signage that provides distance, direction and 

destination information. The signage standards described herein bring 

uniformity to the trail network while also allowing for personalization for 

each trail and local community.  

 

Resources for new trail development are included and contact 

information on new initiatives locally and statewide that can benefit 

Genesee County’s non-motorized planning efforts.  

 



2 

 

The Genesee County Regional Non-Motorized Plan includes priority tiers 

for trail development and recommendations for next steps to continue 

the development of non-motorized pathways in Genesee County.  
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Implementation Strategy 
 

 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission has been 

actively working with local trail groups to implement the trail plan by 1) 

working on preliminary design for the top five priority trails and seeking 

funding for those connections; 2) providing educational opportunities for 

the community in areas of trail development, green infrastructure  

planning, Complete Streets, and the Regional Trails and Greenway 

Summit; 3) meeting with local road agencies and municipalities to 

coordinate on trail development; 4) bringing the trail message to the local 

community at area events and providing trail maps and info; 5) 

development of a Complete Streets Policy for Genesee County that can 

become the guiding principles for improving transportation in Genesee 

County to encourage walking, bicycling and transit use that is safe and 

accessible for everyone. 
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                     Key Figures
• Total Traffic for the Period Analyzed: 19,805

• Daily Average: 535

          Weekdays: 548 / Weekend days: 500

• Busiest Day of the Week: Tuesday

• Busiest Days of the Period Analyzed:

          1. Monday, June 25, 2018 (816)

          2. Tuesday, June 12, 2018 (787)

          3. Wednesday, July 11, 2018 (770)
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Flint River Water Trail  

Management & Development Guide 

  
Developed by the Flint River Watershed Coalition with assistance from the 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, Genesee County Parks and 

Recreation Commission, and the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 

Program of the National Parks Service 

 

 

Every effort has been made to provide accurate information for maps, inventories and zone descriptions of the Flint River Water Trail (FRWT). However, 

river conditions can change and dams and access sites are subject to modification. Users of the water trail have primary responsibility for their own 

safety and are encouraged to investigate river conditions and available access sites while planning a trip. Users also must follow posted rules and 

regulations at access sites. The agencies, organizations, and individuals involved in the development of the water trail guide and maps provide the 

information in good faith and assume no liability for personal safety and/or property of FRWT users. 
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PURPOSE OF THE GUIDE 

The Flint River Water Trail Management and Development Guide was developed by the Flint 

River Watershed Coalition with assistance from the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning 

Commission, Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission, and Rivers, Trails, and 

Conservation Assistance Program of the National Parks Service. This document will be used as a 

tool to guide management and development activities along the Flint River Water Trail. The 

Guide will be updated yearly to reflect changes and/or enhancements to the water trail.   

The Purpose of this management and development guide is to: 

 Present the Flint River Water Trail Project. 

 Identify opportunities to enhance water trail access sites, safety, and overall experience 

for the user. 

 Seek designation of the Flint River Water Trail as a national water trail.   

INTRODUCTION TO THE FLINT RIVER 

The Flint River and its tributaries are a system that drains just over 1300 square miles within 

southeast Michigan. The main river is approximately 142 miles in length and its basin extends 

over seven counties. Located within the larger Saginaw Bay watershed, the Flint River is a 

principal tributary of the Shiawassee River, which flows into the Saginaw River and Saginaw Bay 

of Lake Huron. The Flint River is home to a variety of wildlife including bald eagles, ospreys, 

frogs, turtles, muskrats, and a wide variety of fish. The river is one of the top three walleye 

fisheries in Michigan, and it is also known by many anglers to be one of the best smallmouth 

bass fisheries in the state, evening gaining national attention from trophy anglers of the 2016 

River Bassin’ Tournament.  

The Flint River has a rich cultural history of Native American and early European settler 

influence. Archaeological sites along the Flint River indicate Native Americans hunted 

mastodon, mammoths, caribou, and other now extinct animals on the plains and marshes along 

the Flint River during the Paleo-Indian Period, approximately 10,000 years ago. Native 

Americans called the river, Pewonigowink meaning “river of fire stone” or river of flint (Flint 

River Assessment, 2001). The river was used as the main method of transportation for the 

natives and early settlers who made their homes along the banks of the river in what is now 

known as the City of Flint. During the time of European settlement Flint became a major hub for 

fur-trading, lumber milling, and eventually agriculture. As the need for lumber grew many posts 

along the river were established. The Flint River passes through Flint, a historic landmark for the 

automobile industry. Known as “Vehicle City”, Flint is recognized as the birthplace of General 

Motors and the United Autoworkers of America (UAW). Throughout the years Flint has been 

https://www.kayakfishingseries.com/tournament.php?id=5040
https://www.kayakfishingseries.com/tournament.php?id=5040
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through many changes. With the industrial manufacturing sector pulling out of much of the 

area the community is seeking economic revitalization through new businesses, educational 

institutions (i.e. UM-Flint, Kettering, Michigan State), restoration of former industrialized 

properties like Chevy Commons, East Boulevard Remediation Site, and removal of the Hamilton 

Dam and redevelopment of the City of Flint Riverfront (Flint River Restoration Project).  

Flint is also the urban core of Genesee County, where over fifty percent of residents belong to a 

minority and/or underserved population, (U.S. Census Quick Facts). The recent and tragic 

drinking water crisis in Flint brought the river a large amount of negative scrutiny. But we know 

that improper treatment of the water, rather than the health of the river itself, is what sparked 

the suite of issues with Flint’s drinking water. The failure to properly treat the water, coupled 

with failure of local, state, and federal agencies to take action, has harmed citizens and our 

invaluable freshwater resource.  

THE FLINT RIVER WATER TRAIL AND NATIONAL WATER TRAIL DESIGNATION PLANNING PROJECT 

The Flint River Water Trail (FRWT) is a 73 mile route along the Flint River. Access at 24 sites 

provide a variety of recreational experiences by connecting users to natural, cultural, and 

historic features along a safe and accessible river trail. The FRWT provides opportunities for 

recreation, water-based education, and economic revitalization; and increases stewardship of 

the Flint River and surrounding lands. It travels through two counties, eight land managing 

entities, natural areas, an urban core, and a lake and reservoir. The water trail is available to 

almost 500,000 residents across Genesee and Lapeer Counties (U.S. Census Quick Facts) and 

hundreds of thousands more within an hour’s drive.  The FRWT’s proximity to other national 

water trails, including the Huron and Island Loop, and other self-declared water trails is a great 

advantage to the region.  

The FRWT Planning Project (the Project) began in 2015 with an award for technical assistance 

granted by the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program of the National Parks 

Service. The goals for the FRWT Project were to increase communication and enhance 

partnerships among access site land managers, secure long-term sustainability for the water 

trail, create a FRWT management guide, and seek national water trail designation for the Flint 

River. A diverse array of partners are engaged in the development of the FRWT, including the 

community at a variety of levels, the Flint River Watershed Coalition, Genesee County Parks and 

Recreation Commission, Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, and Flint River 

Corridor Alliance (Appendices pg. 20). Project partners have worked to establish a “FRWT 

Partnership,” with a vision to provide the public with a safe and accessible water trail. It is a 

formal relationship between members that allow them to speak with one voice for mutually 

agreed upon goals. 

http://www.frcalliance.org/chevy-commons/
https://www.consumersenergy.com/east-boulevard-remediation
http://www.wadetrim.com/hamilton_dam/reports/Flint-Riverfront-Restoration-Plan.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/2629000
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/26087,26049,2629000
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Landowner Engagement Process 

Over 1100 private property landowners with property along the water trail received a project 

announcement postcard providing an introduction and contact information for the FRWT 

Designation Project and inviting landowners to a public input session in both Genesee and 

Lapeer Counties. Two Genesee County sessions and one Lapeer County were held at local 

Farmers’ Markets. The sessions gathered almost 60 attendees, including over 40 landowners. 

Much of the feedback from the landowners was positive once they were made aware that a 

land trail was not being installed in their backyard. The two most common concerns were an 

increase in trash left behind from users, and fear of land acquisition from private property 

owners. Landowners were assured that water trail partners have no interest in acquiring their 

land, and that they will educate users on the Leave No Trace Practices for River Corridors set 

forth by the Center for Outdoor Ethics. Landowners who had concerns about potential liability 

were informed of the Michigan Recreational Use Act and that it may provide immunity for both 

public and private landowners. Those with additional questions or comments regarding liability 

were encouraged to investigate the topic in detail or to seek legal counsel for additional 

guidance. They also were informed that FRWT maps are available to users to provide 

information on public (not private) access site locations and safe trip planning.    

Continued engagement with private property landowners is a very important part in promoting 

water trail best management practices. The FRWT Manager will provide routine updates and 

notifications to landowners along the water trail and also serve as the first point of contact for 

any questions and/or concerns that may arise. 

http://www.michiganwatertrails.org/leave_no_trace.asp
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INVENTORY & ASSESSMENT  

Using the West Michigan Environmental Action Council’s, Water Trails Asset Records Form (Appendices pg. 28), the Flint River Watershed Coalition 

completed an inventory and assessment (I & A) of the 24 access sites along the water trail. Access site amenities, launch type, size, existing signage, 

and potential improvements were tracked and documented in the spreadsheet below. 

Flint River Water Trail Inventory & Assessment 

Site 
#  

Access Site 
Name 

Launch Type  
Miles 
from 
Start  

Miles 
to 

Next 
Site 

Approx. 
Time to 

Next 
Site  

Sign at 
Road 

Sign 
at 

Water 
Parking 

Rest-
room 

Boat 
Stor-
age 

Fee 
Light-
ing  

Pot- 
able 
Water 

Picnic 
Area 

River Bank 

1 
Farmer’s Creek 

at Oakdale  

Carry-In, 
a4pprox. ¼ 
mile paved 

path 

0 1.6 0.75 hr. No Yes 
10+, 3 
(paved) 

Seas-
onal 

N N N N 
Y, with 
shelter 

rocky, step 
down into 
river, near 
overlook area 
and shelter 

2 Cramton Park  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
1.6 0.9 .75 hr.  No No 

20+ 
(paved) 

Y N N Y Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

large access 
area, gradual 
slope/step 
into river 

3 Rotary Park  
Carry-In, 

undevelop-
ed 

2.5 6 4 hrs. No No 
10+ 
(paved) 

Y N N Y Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

high banks in 
most 
locations 

4 Millville Landing  
Carry-In, 

undevelop-
ed 

8.5 7.7 3.5 hrs. Yes No 10 (dirt) N N N N N N 

short dirt 
path to river, 
gradual 
slope, 
downed trees 
in area  

5 Norway Landing  
Carry-In, 

undevelop-
ed 

16.2 6 3 hrs.  Yes No 10 (dirt) N N N N N N 

Hill down to 
river, mucky 
areas near 
bank, rocks in 
river, near 
bridge 
overpass 
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6 Klam Rd.  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
road end  

22.2 2.6 .75 hr.  No No 6 (dirt) N N N N N N 
gradual slope 
at access, 
sandy area  

7 
Levi Cutting 

Park 

Drive-In 
(dirt), 

developed 
24.8 2 .5 hr No Yes 

10+ 
(dirt) 

N N N Y N Y  

on Holloway 
Reservoir, 
beach like 
area 

8 Zemmer Park  
Drive-In 

(dirt), 
developed 

26.8 3.6 0.5 No No 
15+ 
(dirt) 

Y N N N N Y 

on Holloway 
Reservoir, 
high steep 
banks 
surrounding 
access site 

9 
Walleye Pike 
Boat Launch  

Drive-In 
(paved), 

developed 
30.4 

1, 
requi-

res 
port-
age  

.25 hr.  Yes No 
50+ 
(paved) 

Y N Y Y N Y 

on Holloway 
Reservoir, 
across from 
Buttercup 
Beach and 
Wolverine 
Campground 

10 Holloway Dam  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
31.4 1.6 .5 hr.  

Yes, 
Dam 

No 
20 
(paved) 

Y N N Y N N 

rock/dirt 
path to 
access calm 
water 
downstream 
of dam 
outflow 
(swift water) 

11 
M-15 Bridge 

Crossing 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
33 1.8 1.5 hrs. No No 10 (dirt) N N N N N N 

step down 
into river at 
access, 
somewhat 
rocky near 
access 
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12 Richfield Park  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
34.8 1.7 .5 hr.  Yes No 

10+ 
(dirt) 

Y N N N Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

gradual 
sandy slope 
at access 

13 
Irish Rd. Fishing 

Site 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
36.5 5.2 2 hrs.  No No 

10+ 
(dirt) 

Y N N N N N 

mucky in 
areas near 
river bank, 
steep sloped 
in some 
areas, 
gradual slope 
at access  

14 
Stanley Rd. 

Fishing Site & 
Boat Ramp 

Drive-In 
(dirt), 

developed 
41.7 1.5 .5 hr.  Yes No 

30+ 
(dirt) 

Y N N N N N 
Mott Lake 
Access 

15 
Bluegill Boat 

Launch  

Drive-In 
(paved), 

developed 
43.2 1.6 .5 hr.  Yes No 

20+ 
(paved) 

Y N Y Y Y Y 
Mott Lake 
Access 

16 
Stepping Stone 

Falls  

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 
at stairway 

44.8 

0.3, 
requi-

res 
port-
age 

.25 hr.  Yes No 
30+ 
(dirt) 

Y N N Y Y Y 

Portage area 
at stairs, near 
bottom of 
dam  

17 
Bray Rd. Fishing 

Site 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
45.1 4.2 2 hrs.  No No 20 (dirt) Y N N Y N N 

step down 
from slope 
into river, can 
be mucky in 
areas near 
access 

18 
Vietnam 

Veteran’s Park  

Drive-In 
(paved), 

developed 
49.3 

4.9, 
requi-

res 
port-
age  

2 hrs.  Yes No 
20+ 
(paved) 

N N N Y N N 

steep banks 
surround 
access site, 
mucky 
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19 
Riverview 

Canoe Landing  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
54.2 6 2 hrs.  

Yes, 
two 
canoer
s  

No 

~5, 
parking 
at 
adjacen
t lot 

N N N N N N 

shallow 
sloped gravel 
path to 
water, can be 
mucky 

20 River Rd.  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
60.2 1.9 1 hr.  Yes  

Yes, 
road 
name  

20 (dirt) N N N N N N 

gradual 
slope, rocky, 
in-river drop 
off (hole) 
near access 

21 
Flushing 

Riverview Park  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
62.1 6.2 3 hrs.  No No 

50+ 
(paved) 

Y N N Y Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

gradual 
slope, gravel, 
large rocks in 
river, small 
rapids 

23 
Flushing 

Township 
Nature Park  

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

68.3 2.5 1 hr.  

At 
access 
road, 
not 
main  

Yes 
10, 
more at 
main lot 

Y N N N Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

cut bank 
w/large 
rocks, step 
down from 
bank into 
river 

22 Dodge Rd. End 

Emergency 
Access Site 

Only 
Undevelop-
ed, road end 

70.8 2.2 1 hr.  No 
Yes, 
road 
name  

~5, dirt 
road 
end 

N N N N N N 

somewhat 
steep, 
around 2 ft. 
step into 
water, rocky 

24 
Barber 

Memorial Park  

Developed, 
drive-in 
(paved)  

73 N/A N/A 

No, in 
park-
ing 
area 

No 
50+, 
paved 

Y N N N Y 
Y, with 
shelter 

developed 
boat launch 
at river, dock 
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RESULTS OF THE PLANNING PROCESS 

FRWT Mission & Goals 

Mission Statement: The Flint River Water Trail will provide a variety of recreational experiences 

by connecting river users to natural, cultural, and historic features along a safe and accessible 

river trail. The water trail will promote recreation, education, and economic revitalization, and 

increase stewardship of the Flint River and surrounding lands. 

Goals for the Flint River Water Trail: 

 Promote and improve river access sites and user experiences 

 Inform and educate the public on topics related to river health and safety 

 Support local and regional efforts to increase water based recreation and tourism 

 Enhance partnerships among water trail landowners 

 Preserve and protect river resources for future generations 

 Increase connections between communities, public lands, and land trails 

 Secure long-term sustainability for the water trail 

 Showcase positive features of the Flint River 
 
Resolutions & Memorandums of Understanding with Land Managers   

While securing resolutions of support and memorandums of understanding the Flint River 

Watershed Coalition (FRWC) presented an introduction and overview of the FRWT Project. The 

presentation focused on the current status of the water trail in their community and the 

opportunities that go along with a National Water Trail designation, including partnerships and 

collaborative efforts to pursue improvements. Representatives were also provided with a one 

page project info sheet, and website and interactive map information.  

The FRWT Partnership 

The “FRWT Partnership” consisting of the FRWT project partners has a vision to provide the 

public with a safe and accessible water trail. It is a formal relationship between members that 

allow them to speak with one voice for mutually agreed upon goals. The FRWC will act as the 

FRWT Manager and will maintain and update water trail information concerning hazards, 

safety, site enhancement and/or closures, and water quality and quantity information. 

The Partnership will use the collective and cooperative energy of the partners to support 

projects that further the mission of the FRWT.  The Partnership is committed to the following 

objectives, to the best of each member’s ability, dependent upon policies, budgets, and agency 

procedures.  

http://flintriver.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/FRWT-ONE-PAGE-Info-Sheet.pdf
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 Coordinate and cooperate amongst partnership organizations to further the mission of 

the Flint River Water Trail.  

 Offer mutual support and guidance on specific on-going projects.  

 Investigate avenues for increasing funding of conservation, restoration, and non-

motorized recreation projects for the Partnership.  

 Increase community awareness of the recreational and environmental value of a healthy 

Flint River.  

 Encourage development of both new water trail access sites where gaps exist as well as 

at facilities that require significant improvements or renovations.  

 Provide public information on the Flint River Water Trail through partner websites, 

promotional and educational materials.  

 Promote the Flint River Water Trail as a valuable resource for non-motorized recreation, 

education, stewardship, and tourism.  

 Encourage safe boating skills and outdoor ethics. 

 While the focus of the Partnership is to promote non-motorized recreation, the intent of 

this MOU is not to impede motorized use, or advocate for excluding motorized use on 

any section of the water trail. 

 

The Partnership will allow water trail partners to achieve common and related goals that are 

significantly enhanced by working together. Partnership members agree that each individual 

project that fits within the mission of the Partnership benefit all the communities along the 

river. Members of the Partnership agree to:   

 Work together to respect and honor private property along the Flint River Water Trail.  

 Promote and inform Flint River Water Trail users regarding the responsible use and 

respect of private properties, public lands, and all water trail facilities.  

 Manage and maintain public access and launch site facilities within their jurisdiction for 

a minimum of ten years. 

 Cooperate to develop and distribute outreach, interpretive, and educational materials, 

tools and programs that enhance, enrich and or promote the Flint River Water Trail.  

 Appoint a minimum of one representative to act as a member to the Partnership and 

attend each meeting, averaging two meetings per year. Meetings may be attended in 

person, by telephone, or any telecommunication method available to the Partnership.  

 

The water trail manager will initiate meetings among members of the Partnership. Currently, 

two land managing entities have officially signed on to the FRWT Partnership. All other land 

managers have committed to continue working with the Water Trail Manager to become 

members of the Partnership upon designation.  
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User Experience & Water Trail Zones 

The water trail provides users with 24 public access sites of varying experience and skill level 

within its 73 mile stretch. The water trail is open to both motorized and non-motorized users, 

although some areas are more easily navigable with a canoe, kayak, or flat bottom boat. 

Motorized boating opportunities are especially popular on the more open water that the 

Holloway Reservoir and Mott Lake provide.  Users are presented with a variety of opportunities 

for paddling trip length and time, surrounding land features, and accessing land trails that 

connect to access points along the water trail. Educational opportunities and signage already 

exist at many of the water trail access points and along land trails and trailheads. The 

Partnership will seek funds to add necessary directional and educational signage and maps (i.e. 

mile markers, road crossing, water trail information) and to complete improvements at specific 

locations along the water trail.  

Below is an explanation of the user experience zones, including skill level identification, and 

public access and development goals for the FRWT. The descriptions listed within each zone will 

help guide development and enhancements to fit that particular experience. The State of 

Michigan draft Water Trail Program provided significant guidance while developing the Zones 

and skill levels.  

Urban Zone – Access site #17 Bray Road, through the City of Flint (includes the Flint River 
Restoration Project), and access site #19 Riverview Canoe Landing, Flint Township 
 
Overview: This zone character includes a well-defined and signed water trail. Water trail users 
do not feel like they are very far away from public or park facilities. Public access site/launch 
may include asphalt surface, modernized trailhead facilities and parking, picnic area, native 
landscaping, etc. These areas require greater level of maintenance and maintenance costs. This 
zone is easily accessed and high visitation levels are expected.  
 

 Two hour or less float times. 

 Beginner level experience – predictable experience, with minimum exposure to hazards, 
excludes Hamilton Dam. Portage around Hamilton Dam is required. Paddling near the 
dam is not advised, exit at Vietnam Veteran’s Park – Access site #18. 

 High use, sufficient safety messaging and signage. 

 Non-motorized primarily, may encounter small motorized boats. 

 Highly developed and frequent launch sites and facilities – potable water, restrooms, 
ample parking, lighting, signage, developed launch site, universal access launch. 

 Provides connections to land trail, multi-use trail, trail town, and historic and/or nature 
interpretation. 

 
Small Town Zone – Access sites #1-3, City of Lapeer; #7, Levi Cutting Park, Columbiaville; #20-

21, City of Flushing; #24, Barber Memorial Park, Montrose Township 
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Overview: This zone character occurs primarily near walkable communities with ¼ to ½ mile 

distance from access/launch sites. Access/launch sites lie outside of urban areas and may occur 

within suburban, rural, or farmland areas. Nearby uses also may include camping and multi-day 

trips. Facilities accommodate moderate to high visitation levels and typically include portable 

restroom facilities and shelter. Water trail use is dispersed but paddlers may encounter others at 

launch/access sites, points of interest, and/or campgrounds. 

 Typically 2 hours or more float times, with exceptions.  

 May include nearby camping facilities. 

 Motorized or non-motorized, can include reservoir and/or lake environments.  

 Beginner to intermediate level experience – May encounter downed trees, log jams, low 
water, and require portaging. 

 Moderate number of paddlers, some degree of solitude and natural surroundings.  

 Development may include sites that provide safe and easy river access for paddlers via 
hard surfaced launch ramp or dock, parking, and signage. May include potable water or 
restrooms, as well as unimproved access sites which provide public access to the river 
either on public lands or at road ends, with limited or restricted parking. 

 Provides connections to land or multi-use trail(s), trail town, historic, and/or nature 
interpretation. 

 
Natural Zone – Access sites #4-6, Lapeer to Columbiaville area, including travel through the 

Lapeer State Game Area (Appendices pg. 38); #8-16, Genesee County Parks and Recreation 

Commission managed lands; #22-23, Flushing to Montrose Township area 

Overview:  This zone character is natural overall and occurs primarily through public lands 

where protecting natural resources, wildlife habitat, and providing a primitive and/or wilderness 

recreation experience are key management goals. Paddlers will encounter fewer people and 

greater distances between access/launch sites but will come across others at access/launch sites, 

points of interest, or campgrounds. Woody debris and high/steep river banks are present and 

long portages may be required. Campground(s) are available to accommodate multiple day 

paddles, in some stretches. Facilities are designed, developed, and improved to minimize impacts 

on natural resources and includes primitive access/launch sites, river access at road ends and 

bridge crossings, and limited designated parking. Facilities require less maintenance. Moderate 

to low visitation levels in some locations are expected.  

 Day trips and multiple day trips possible.   

 Motorized or non-motorized, includes reservoir and lake environments. 

 Intermediate to advanced experience level –Portage around dams is required. Other 
hazards such as downed trees and log jams are frequent in many areas and may be 
present. Emergency access may be limited. 

 High degree of solitude with little evidence of built infrastructure in many areas 
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 Access site/launch areas and/or rest areas may be far apart and primitive. Although 
rare, access site location could exceed four hours of float time or 12+ miles. 

 Provides connections to land or multi-use trail(s) and/or nature interpretation. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION AND GOALS FOR BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  

RECREATION 

The FRWT provides users with 24 public access sites that accommodate a diversity of trip 

lengths and experiences within its 73 mile stretch. The water trail is open to both motorized 

and non-motorized users, although some areas are more easily navigable with a canoe, kayak, 

or flat bottom boat. Motorized boating opportunities are especially popular on the more open 

water that the Holloway Reservoir and Mott Lake provide.  Users are offered a variety of 

opportunities for paddling trip length and time, surrounding land features, and access to land 

trails. Educational opportunities and signage are present at many water trail access sites and 

along land trails and at trailheads. Development and/or improvements along the water trail will 

meet the description of the assigned User Experience and Management Zones (natural, small 

town, and urban) and Skill Levels (beginner, intermediate, and expert) outlined in the User 

Experience & Water Trail Zones section of this document. The Water Trail Manager will seek 

additional funding needed for directional and educational signage and maps (i.e. mile markers, 

road crossing, water trail information) at specific locations along the water trail.  

Access Site Improvements and Additions 

Pre-Engineered: 

 Saginaw Street Access Site, Lapeer – will accommodate a shorter distance and time 

frame between existing access sites. The addition of the site will reduce an intermediate 

skill level four hour float down to a two hour (12approx. three miles distance) time 

frame. Pre-engineering for the site is complete and Lapeer County is working with the 

Department of Environmental Quality for the required permit. 

Funded: 

 Flint Riverfront Restoration Project (FRRP) – This project is a huge connecting piece for 

the water trail. It includes the removal of the Hamilton Dam, additional access site at 

Riverbank Park, land trails, and development of park areas along the river corridor 

through downtown Flint. This project will complement water trail enhancement efforts 

both upstream and downstream of the City of Flint.  

Planning in Progress:  
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 Rotary Park Access Site, Lapeer – The FRWC Lapeer Chapter is working with the Lapeer 

Rotary to create install a wood-framed land stairway into the river along a steep area of 

river bank. This project will increase safety by improving carry-in access to the water 

trail, and be more accommodating to beginner level users.  

 Mott Park Recreation Area (MPRA), Flint – Plans are developed to create an official 

access site to the water trail. The MPRA passed a resolution of support to partner with 

the FRCA to seek funds for the proposed project. An interpretive wild flower garden and 

disc golf course are also approved for the area. This collaborative effort will greatly 

enhance the water trail in providing access that connects the Urban User Experience 

Zone.    

 

Development and Improvement Goals by Zones – To view potential improvements by site see 

the FRWT Recommended Improvements Spreadsheet (Appendices pg. 23). 

Small Town Zones – Access sites managed by the City of Lapeer, Village of Columbiaville, City of 

Flushing, and Montrose Township 

 Promote walkable communities within ¼ to ½ mile distance from access/launch sites on 

interactive and printed maps. 

 Promote beginner to intermediate skill levels on interactive and printed maps – notify 

users of areas where in-river obstructions and water level fluctuations may occur.   

 Install small kiosks to display water trail map and informational messaging.  

 Install and/or improve portable restroom and shelter facilities at applicable locations. 

 Provide safe and easy river access for paddlers via hard surfaced launch ramp or dock, 

parking, and signage.  

 Promote connections to land or multi-use trail(s) and interpretive nature areas on 

interactive and printed maps. 

 Explore opportunities for American Disabilities Act and/or universal access compliant 

docks with both upstream and downstream land managers.  

Natural Zones – Access sites managed by Lapeer County, Genesee County Parks and Recreation 

Commission, Flint Township, and Flushing Township 

 Promote protection of natural resources and wildlife habitat, and primitive 

management on interactive and printed maps.  

 Promote intermediate to expert skill levels on interactive and printed maps – notify 

users of areas where in-river obstructions, steep banks, portage around dams, and 

water level fluctuations may occur.   
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 Maintain access sites as primitive and minimize impacts on natural resources when 

improvements and/or development take place.  

 Install or improve small kiosks at to display water trail map and informational messaging  

 Keep signage at a minimum. Focus on safety and directional signage.   

 Promote connections to land or multi-use trail(s) and interpretive nature areas on 

interactive and printed maps.  

Urban Zone – Access sites managed by the Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission 

and/or City of Flint 

 Develop a well-defined and signed zone. 

 Develop and promote beginner level experience with minimum exposure to hazards. 

 Develop frequent water trail access sites and facilities – potable water, restrooms, 
parking, lighting, signage, and ADA or universal access compliant docks. 

 Promote connections to land or multi-use trail(s), water trail communities, and historic 
and/or nature interpretation. 

 Explore opportunities for ADA and/or universal access compliant docks with both 
upstream and downstream land managers 

 
Water Trail Expansions – Extending the water trail into the lower portions of Saginaw County to 

provide access between Montrose Township (Barber Memorial Park, #24) and the Shiawassee 

National Wildlife Refuge is of great importance. The FRWC identified a road end and bridge 

crossing that may be suitable for access to the water trail. A plan will be created for engaging 

with the appropriate partners to install the additional access site(s) and it will be presented to 

the Partnership. The addition of a site in that area will allow intermediate level paddlers, 

capable of completing trips of 8-10 miles, to pass through the Shiawassee National Wildlife 

Refuge to the Saginaw River.     

Land Trails (Appendices pg. 35) – The FRWT is connected with two large land trails along much 

of its path. The Flint River Trail in Genesee County is 12.7 miles with additional miles funded, 

planned, and/or in a pre-engineering phase. The Flint River Trail will serve as a connection to 

the Southern Links Trailway as part of the Michigan Iron Belle Trail. The Southern Links 

Trailway beginning in Columbiaville (Lapeer County) is 10.2 miles and includes a separate path 

along the same route for horseback riders. Shorter length paths and looped trails also connect 

to the water trail though existing access sites and nearby natural areas such as the Flushing 

Riverview Trail, Barber Memorial Park, Flushing Township Nature Park, and the Linear Park 

Pathway. The GCP has secured funding along with its partners to build extensions and 

connections of the Flint River Trail throughout Genesee County.  

 

 

http://gcmpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/M21378_FlintRivWtrshd-TrailMap.pdf
http://gcmpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/IronBelleTr_DNRAppl3.pdf
http://southernlinkstrailway.com/trailwayinfo.html
http://southernlinkstrailway.com/trailwayinfo.html
http://www.flushingcity.com/Default.aspx?tabid=5459
http://www.flushingcity.com/Default.aspx?tabid=5459
http://www.montrosetownship.org/Portals/7/Docs/Montrose%20TownshipPARKS.pdf
http://www.flushingtownship.com/Community/Nature-Park.aspx
http://www.ci.lapeer.mi.us/parks_and_recreation/parks.php
http://www.ci.lapeer.mi.us/parks_and_recreation/parks.php
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EDUCATION 

The FRWT Partners will promote the vast array of opportunities for water trail users to learn 

about the value of water resources, cultural heritage, paddling skills, and outdoor ethics. Active 

river stewards or just one-day volunteers of varying age, ability, and interest participate in river 

based educational opportunities in many ways. FRWT Partners will provide educational and 

nature based programming and volunteer opportunities to the greater community. Programs 

will focus on building connections to nature and the river for people that reside within 

underserved communities.  

The FRWC will work with area organizations to increase participation with underserved 

communities in the Paddling Program. New partnerships are formed to promote this effort in 

the greater Flint area and will continue to expand into other “distressed” communities (State of 

Michigan, 2016) along the water trail. It is expected that participation in recreational 

opportunities and educational programs offered by FRWT partners, community members will 

grow and deepen connections to and love for the Flint River.  

Programs offered by the FRWT Partners that promote stewardship of the natural resources are 

(separated by organization):  

FRWC 

 Flint River GREEN – In over 15 school across Genesee and Lapeer Counties students use 

scientific methods to test local streams and rivers, identify an environmental problem, 

research the causes of the problem, and work toward a solution in practices or policies.  

 Flint River and Community Stewardship Day – Volunteers take part in cleanup and water 

based stewardship activities at numerous locations across the watershed.  

 Flint River Paddles – The guided paddles educate and inform residents and visitors 

about the vibrant recreational resource that is available for their use and to help create 

a personal connection for users to the river. Seventeen events are scheduled for the 

2016 season.  

 Storm Drain Stenciling – 15 events per year throughout communities across Flint and 

Genesee County. Volunteers stencil storm drains to read “No Dumping Drains to River,” 

as well as distribute door hangers informing residents how they can help keep 

waterways clean are distributed.   

 Water Quality Monitoring – Benthic macroinvertebrate sampling conducted twice per 

year at 36 sites across the watershed to assess the water quality and habitat health of 

the watershed. Performed by trained volunteers and staff. 

 Fish the Bricks – A fun event to engage anglers off all abilities to fish the Flint River in 

downtown Flint. Prizes are awarded for the “biggest catch”. The event takes places in 

http://ccs.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?encp=ld%3d20170419%26app%3d1%26c%3dwhiteskycc%26s%3dwhiteskycc%26rc%3dwhiteskycc%26dc%3d%26euip%3d192.245.252.131%26pvaid%3d9a2184acb930420ab1bece2b2412a4c4%26dt%3dDesktop%26fct.uid%3d1a9a854612bb4058813d9aca4443c5dd%26en%3db4e6WfB%252f7Y8X4igQCwGyHAeZXPK5S7XY%252bNvHwNGT0%252bvkPEBBCuKVzg%253d%253d%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.michigan.gov%252fdocuments%252fmshda%252fMSHDA-EDA-list_457982_7.pdf%26coi%3d1494%26npp%3d2%26p%3d0%26pp%3d0%26mid%3d9%26ep%3d2%26du%3dwww.michigan.gov%252fdocuments%252fmshda%252fMSHDA-EDA-list_457982_7.pdf%26hash%3dE4ED73A5548403D784703B56F66028B8&ap=2&cop=main-title
http://ccs.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?encp=ld%3d20170419%26app%3d1%26c%3dwhiteskycc%26s%3dwhiteskycc%26rc%3dwhiteskycc%26dc%3d%26euip%3d192.245.252.131%26pvaid%3d9a2184acb930420ab1bece2b2412a4c4%26dt%3dDesktop%26fct.uid%3d1a9a854612bb4058813d9aca4443c5dd%26en%3db4e6WfB%252f7Y8X4igQCwGyHAeZXPK5S7XY%252bNvHwNGT0%252bvkPEBBCuKVzg%253d%253d%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.michigan.gov%252fdocuments%252fmshda%252fMSHDA-EDA-list_457982_7.pdf%26coi%3d1494%26npp%3d2%26p%3d0%26pp%3d0%26mid%3d9%26ep%3d2%26du%3dwww.michigan.gov%252fdocuments%252fmshda%252fMSHDA-EDA-list_457982_7.pdf%26hash%3dE4ED73A5548403D784703B56F66028B8&ap=2&cop=main-title
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conjunction with the State of Michigan’s, Free Fishing Weekend and in partnership with 

the City of Flint Downtown Development Authority. 

GCP 

 For-Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum – Wildlife and plant identification and counts, 

nature hikes/walks, biking, photography, and so much more, at multiple locations within 

the GCP.  

 Wolverine Campground – Activities provided for youth 

 Day Camps – Fun and educational day camps for youth are offered at various parks 

throughout Flint and Genesee County.  

 Kayaking in the Parks – In partnership with the FRWC attendees are taken on a guided 

wildlife identification paddle with a GCP Naturalist.  

 Zagster Bike Rental Stations/Flint Bike Share Program – Beginning in June 2016 with the 

very first station at the GCP Administration Office the Flint Bike Share Program has 

grown to a total of four rental stations. Other stations are located at the Flint Cultural 

Center, the University Pavilion, and the UM-Flint Recreation Center.  

 Catfish for a Cause Fishing Tournament – This event takes place at both Mott Lake and 

Holloway Reservoir to improve habitat for walleye. Anglers of all ages and abilities are 

encouraged to participate in this fun family friendly event. Prizes are awarded and 

recognition granted to the angler who removes the most catfish in weight for the 

event(s).    

 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) 

 Recycling Awareness presentations in 5th grade classes throughout Genesee County. 

 Household Hazardous Waste Recycling Day(s) – Occurs at multiple times per year at 

various locations.  

Flint River Corridor Alliance (FRCA) 

 Flint River Flotilla – This family-friendly float provides users the opportunity to recreate 

on an urbanized portion of the water trail. It demonstrates that the Flint River is a huge 

resource even in areas that were once home to the most industrialized portion of the 

region.   

 Programming assistance at Chevy Commons in partnership with the GCP, Genesee 

County Land Bank, and City of Flint through programs like Cycling Circles.  

o Cycling Circles – An event created to give children a chance to bike along the 

paths at the Chevy Commons site. 

 

http://www.frcalliance.org/flint-bike-share-program/
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RESTORATION/CONSERVATION  

The FRWT Partnership provides opportunities for communities to develop and implement 

strategies that enhance and restore the health of local waterways and the surrounding lands. 

The goals developed for the FRWT promote conservation and restoration of the river and 

surrounding areas. Partnerships and collaborative efforts that promote stewardship 

opportunities are a priority for enhancing the water trail. FRWT Partners have working 

relationships with land conservation organizations and Genesee and Lapeer Conservation 

Districts. These types of organizations provide land management and conservation assistance to 

land managers and water trail partners. The FRWT Partnership will prioritize projects near or 

adjacent to ongoing restoration projects. Projects that restore streambank degradation and 

aesthetics, and improve amenities at existing access sites are listed as priorities in the FRWT 

Recommended Improvements Spreadsheet (Appendices pg. 23). 

Restoration projects currently impacting the FRWT include: 

 East Boulevard Remediation Project – Spearheaded by Consumers Energy, the 

environmental remediation project at a former manufactured gas plant (MGP) located 

just upstream of the Hamilton Dam in Flint will remove sediment impacted by historical 

MGP operations in the Flint River and riverbank. Impacted sediment riverbank soil will 

be dredged and excavated, a multi-layer protective barrier will be installed at the river 

bottom, and the area will be restored upon completion of the project. 

 Flint Riverfront Restoration Project – Removal of Hamilton Dam and development of 

park areas and land trails along with additional access to the river.  

 Chevy Commons – A former General Motors property controlled by the City of Flint and 

Genesee County Land Bank and managed by the GCP. They are working collaboratively 

to turn the site into a natural park along the Flint River. The park will include woodlands, 

grasslands, green spaces, walking paths and other spaces for residents to enjoy. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Several groups provide support and advocate for the maintenance and stewardship of the Flint 

River Water Trail (FRWT). The Flint River Watershed Coalition (FRWC) and Lapeer Chapter 

FRWC, Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission (GCP), Genesee County Metropolitan 

Planning Commission (GCMPC), Flint River Corridor Alliance, and several river focused 

communities and volunteers will work to develop a safe, connected, and accessible water trail. 

FRWT land managing entities, whose members represent and work on behalf of their citizens, 

support the FRWT and creation of the FRWT Partnership through resolutions of support or 

memorandums of understanding. Letters of support were collected from organizations and 
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individuals (Appendices pg. 21) in favor of a national water trail designation, and enhancements 

to recreational amenities and public and natural areas along the river were identified through 

water trail communities’ parks and recreation plans (Appendices pg. 22).  

The GCP regularly solicits the opinion of park users and residents through a variety of methods 

including, surveys (on-line, mail, and telephone), comment cards, stakeholder and public 

engagement meetings, and during regular board meetings that are open to the public. A 

Customer Relationship Management (CRM) system is utilized by the GCP to both notify 

subscribers of various programs and ask for feedback.  These methods help to guide planning 

for the GCP parks, trail, and recreation areas (Five Year Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Plan).   

PUBLIC INFORMATION  

The Water Trail Manager will provide water trail information, and safety and ongoing project 

updates to the public. This will be provided through the following: 

 Flint River Canoe and Kayak Access Map 

 FRWT interactive trip planning map and FRWT website  

 Genesee County Parks website  

 Booth events 

 Social and print media  

Cultural, historic, and natural features signage exists at several access sites and along 

connecting land trails and park areas. Upon securing additional funds, additional safety and 

directional signage will be added along the entire water trail. The FRWT Manager will maintain 

and update water trail information regarding, but not limited to, hazards, safety, site 

improvements and/or closures, and water quality and quantity.  

The water trail will be advertised to the community and broad national audience through the 

printed material and maps, FRWC website, FRWT website, social and print media, and the 

Michigan Water Trails website. The GCP website and printed materials provide maps, access 

site information, park safety rules, and social media, radio and television marketing promotions 

specific to the access sites and lands that they manage. The Water Trail Manager will work with 

land managing entities to incorporate printed and online water trail related information on 

websites, and in municipal buildings and park areas. The Water Trail Manager also will provide 

bi-annual updates to landowners along the water trail and also serve as the first point of 

contact for any questions and/or concerns that may arise. 

Water Trail partners are developing a FRWT logo and uniform signage standards and funds have 

been awarded to enhance directional and safety related signage, including mile and bridge 

http://geneseeparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/5-year_Parks_and_Rec_Plan-2014-2018-draft.pdf
http://geneseeparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/5-year_Parks_and_Rec_Plan-2014-2018-draft.pdf
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crossing markers. The FRWC will update the Flint River Canoe and Kayak Access Map to provide 

more detail for the user. The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) will 

assist with the design and additional mapping required to create a FRWT paddlers guide. The 

Paddlers Guide will be similar to what the Huron River Water Trail offers to their users through 

their Paddlers Companion. These upgrades will give a consistent look that will aid potential and 

repeat users in identifying and navigating the water trail. 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE 

Land managers along the FRWT support routine and long-term maintenance investments on 

the water trail. Design, construction, and maintenance of access sites will incorporate 

sustainability principles. Each land managing entity with an access site(s) along the water trail 

will maintain their site(s) as open to the public for the next ten years. The Water Trail Manager 

will promote partnerships and collaborative efforts for maintenance and improvement projects.  

FRWT partners and volunteers participate in many forms of water trail maintenance. This 

includes community cleanups, in-river trash and tire removal, hazardous waste recycling, and 

river obstruction removal. The Stream Obstruction Removal Project, led by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Fisheries Division, on the South Branch Flint River in 

Lapeer County is entering into its 12th year. This is a cooperative partnership between the DNR 

Fisheries Division, Lapeer County Juvenile Probation, FRWC Lapeer Chapter, and engaged 

landowners. The Obstruction Removal Project integrates management practices consistent with 

methods endorsed by the American Fisheries Society and MDNR Fisheries. Obstruction 

removals are conducted to protect the value of downed trees as instream habitat for aquatic 

life and bank stabilization. Material(s) removed are resituated, so as not to act as a navigation 

hazard, or removed in a mutually agreed upon (with land owner) way. The FRWT Partnership 

will promote these forms of maintenance to ensure their growth, especially in areas known for 

woody debris obstructions and trash dumping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://huronriverwatertrail.org/store/


20 
 

APPENDICES 

Flint River Water Trail Partners 

Flint River Corridor Alliance (FRCA) 

The FRCA is a community based organization that focuses their efforts towards revitalization of 

the Flint River throughout the City of Flint. A chapter of the FRWC, the FRCA has taken a lead 

position in projects centered on creating an accessible riverfront, increasing recreational 

opportunities, and improving aesthetic value for the Flint River. They are also host to the 4th 

Annual Flint River Flotilla, an increasingly successful event held in the City of Flint geared 

toward highlighting the recreational opportunities available within the Flint River Corridor. The 

FRCA will continue to serve as a FRWT partner with an anticipated role of facilitating outreach 

events, providing staff support, and promoting the water trail. Additionally, the FRWC Executive 

Director serves as the Vice Chair on the FRCA Board of Directors. 

Flint River Watershed Coalition (FRWC) 

The FRWC is the leading community-based advocate for clean water resources. The FRWC 

promotes efforts to protect, preserve, and improve our area’s ecosystem through partnership, 

public education, scientific projects, and community involvement. The FRWC dedicated staff 

time and resources to the success of the FRWT Project. They will serve as the Water Trail 

Manager and engage with FRWT land managing entities, partners, stakeholders, and users. The 

FRWC also will continue to provide for and build upon educational and recreational 

opportunities along the FRWT, and maintain the printed version and interactive trip planning 

water trail map. 

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission (GCMPC) 

The GCMPC serves as a county level governmental authority focused on encouraging activities 

and development that serve to improve the quality of life for residents of Genesee County. The 

GCMPC provided staff time, GIS mapping, and outreach assistance towards the planning for the 

water trail. The GCMPC will continue to serve as a FRWT partner and educate County residents 

about the benefits of a healthy and active lifestyle. Additionally, the GCMPC Director serves as 

Treasurer on the FRWC Board of Directors.  

Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission (GCP) 

The GCP, working with organizations throughout the county, aims to provide quality 

educational and recreational amenities for residents. An official partner to the FRWC and FRWT 

Project, the GCP provided staff time, funds, and marketing resources to support development 

and sustainability for the water trail. The GCP has committed to serving as a member for the 
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FRWT Partnership, along with managing and maintaining thousands of acres of public lands 

within the Flint River corridor. The GCP Director is a member of the FRCA Board of Directors. 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA) – National Parks Service 

In September 2015, the FRWT Project received a two year technical assistance award from the 

RTCA Program for assistance in planning for the FRWT. The RTCA Michigan Program Director 

provided a wealth of information and assistance in connecting with water trail land managers 

and stakeholders, developing content for FRWT partner and individual planning meetings, and 

provided assistance in applying for a National Water Trail designation from the National Water 

Trails System.  

Support from Land Managing Entities, Organizations, and Individuals  

Resolutions in Support of the National Water Trail Designation for the FRWT and FRWT 

Partnership were supported by the following land managing entities: 

 City of Lapeer 

 Lapeer County 

 Village of Columbiaville  

 Flint Township 

 City of Flushing  

 Flushing Township  

 

Memorandums of Understanding for the FRWT Partnership were supported by the following 

land managing entities: 
 

 Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission  

 Montrose Township 

 

Letters of Support encouraging a National Water Trail designation for the FRWT were provided 

by the following organizations and community and regional representatives: 

 City of Flint 

 City of Flint – Downtown Development Authority 

 Flint River Corridor Alliance 

 Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission  

 Genesee Flint Chamber of Commerce  

 Jim Ananich, Senate Majority Leader, District 27 

 Mott Park Recreation Area 

 Rowe Professional Services 

 Six Rivers Land Conservancy 
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 Sierra Club – Nepessing Group, Michigan Chapter  

References – Reports and Plans 

City of Flint, Environmental Features, Open Space & Parks Plan, 2014  

Davison Area Parks and Recreation Plan, 2015-2019  

Five Year Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan, 2014-2018 

Flint Riverfront Restoration Plan, Wade Trim, 2010 

Flint Township, Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2010-2015  

Lapeer State Game Area, Habitat Management, 2012 

Montrose Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 2014-2018  

Rock River Trail Water Trail, Inventory, Analysis, and Plan, 2012 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imagineflint.com/LinkClick.aspx?link=https%3a%2f%2fapp.box.com%2fs%2fcxdakejsrkaibcq3b2jn&tabid=124&portalid=1&mid=1025
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiY0vr8_pLTAhVY6GMKHRekD8YQFggaMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.davisontwp-mi.org%2Fassets%2Fdavison-area-recreation-plan-2015-2019.pdf&usg=AFQjCNFj0rsyLFYbuJai7ttA1Ktn1Ey4SQ&sig2=ribGvGy0fGryxnq7tRA3dg&bvm=bv.152174688,d.amc&cad=rja
http://geneseeparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/5-year_Parks_and_Rec_Plan-2014-2018-draft.pdf
http://geneseeparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/5-year_Parks_and_Rec_Plan-2014-2018-draft.pdf
http://ccs.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?encp=ld%3d20170426%26app%3d1%26c%3dwhiteskycc%26s%3dwhiteskycc%26rc%3dwhiteskycc%26dc%3d%26euip%3d192.245.252.131%26pvaid%3d18c00aa40c3c45ef934972a0f68f3781%26dt%3dDesktop%26fct.uid%3dcfaaaaa3e6b64cc191c03607acc946dd%26en%3db4e6WfB%252f7Y8X4igQCwGyHAeZXPK5S7XY%252bNvHwNGT0%252bvkPEBBCuKVzg%253d%253d%26ru%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.wadetrim.com%252fhamilton_dam%252freports%252fFlint-Riverfront-Restoration-Plan.pdf%26coi%3d1494%26npp%3d1%26p%3d0%26pp%3d0%26mid%3d9%26ep%3d1%26du%3dwww.wadetrim.com%252f...%252freports%252fFlint-Riverfront-Restoration-Plan.pdf%26hash%3dE4A69678D5F433D0D4738457ACFA78A4&ap=1&cop=main-title&om_userid=igH8HaI5DL42U9IXR5k5&om_sessionid=zamVfCEOfVszzOqaX7UC&om_pageid=7VTdRmwSnpl14DPYHlQI&om_nextpage=true
http://flinttownship.org/Portals/68/Docs/2010FlintTwpParksPlan.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.mi.us/…t-Mgmt/Lapeer_SGA_hab-mgmt.pdf
http://www.montrosetownship.org/Portals/7/Docs/2014Recreation%20Plan%20Adopted.pdf
https://rockrivertrail.com/
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FRWT Recommended Improvements Spreadsheet 

Flint River Water Trail Recommended Improvements  

Site #  
Access Site 

Name 
Owner Launch Type  

Recommended 
Improvements  

Priority Improvements            
(1-3 years)  

Secondary Improvements             
(3-6 year)  

1-24 
Flint River 

Water Trail 
(FRWT)  

N/A N/A 

Improvements listed in these sections were recommended by land managers, FRWT partners, 
stakeholders, and water trail users, through a variety of means. The FRWT Manager and 

Partnership will move forward on improvements that promote sustainability for the water trail, 
and benefit the land managing entities and water trail users.  TBD = to be determined 

1 
Farmer's 
Creek at 
Oakdale  

City of Lapeer 
Carry-In, 

approx. 1/4 mile 
paved path 

Mile marker signage, 
create access from dock, 
color signaling water levels 

Add access site sign near 
road, and logo and mile 
marker signs at river  

TBD 

2 
Cramton 

Park  
City of Lapeer 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage, promote usage, 
river access improvements, 
citizens science water level 
gage 

Add access site sign near 
road, and logo and mile 
marker signs at river  

Install dock or wood-framed 
stairway into river, work with 
Parks and Rec. to install a 
citizens science water level 
gage 

3 Rotary Park  City of Lapeer 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
Signage, improve access 
into river  

Add access site sign near 
road, and logo and mile 
marker signs at river, 
move forward with 
wood-framed land 
stairway 

Install canoe/kayak temporary 
storage structure  
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Future 
Saginaw St. 

Landing  
Lapeer Co.  

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Pre-engineering complete 
for unpaved parking area 
and access site 

Assist Lapeer Co. and 
FRWC Lapeer Chapter to 
funds development of 
the site 

TBD 

4 
Millville 
Landing  

Lapeer Co.  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 

Improve signage & display 
map at small kiosk, widen 
path to water, improve 
river access with textured 
surface 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs 

Install textured surface or 
small floating dock to enhance 
entry into river  

5 
Norway 
Landing  

State, 
managed by 
Lapeer Co. 

(agreement) 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Bank stabilization, improve 
parking lot, signage, add 
portable restroom, & water 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs, add 
portable restroom 

Bank stabilization, improve 
existing information kiosk  

6 Klam Rd.  GCP 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 
road end  

Signage, & approaching 
access (river splits), 
rock/gravel at access, 
improve parking area 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs near river, 
add very basic sign(s) 
along water trail route 
from Norway Landing 

Improve parking area 

7 
Levi Cutting 

Park 
Columbiaville  

Drive-In (dirt), 
developed 

Signage, improve parking 
lot, install canoe/kayak 
temporary storage 
structure  

Add logo and mile 
marker signs near river 

Install canoe/kayak temporary 
storage structure, add access 
sign on main road(s)   
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8 Zemmer Park  GCP 
Drive-In (dirt), 

developed 

Signage at entry & to 
access site (directional, 
reservoir specific), lighting, 
potable water 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs near 
water, and sign to boat 
launch/access site area 

Install water pump 

9 
Walleye Pike 
Boat Launch  

GCP 
Drive-In (paved), 

developed 

Signage, create portage 
route from reservoir to 
other side of dam 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs near water  

TBD 

10 
Holloway 

Dam  
GCP 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Improvements needed 
along path to access site 
area (slope is eroding), 
signage, dam safety 
message  

Add logo, mile marker, 
and safety related signs 
at water 

Improve eroding slopes 
around access site 

11 
M-15 Bridge 

Crossing 
GCP  

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage, improve parking 
and access entry, add 
portable restroom 

Add logo and mile 
marker signage at water 

TBD 

12 
Richfield 

Park  
GCP 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage at road, and 
directing to access site, 
park map with kiosk  

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water, 
at two locations add 
arrows to help direct 
users to access site  

TBD 

13 
Irish Rd. 

Fishing Site 
GCP 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage, textured mat or 
gravel at access area, 
lighting, water 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 

TBD 
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14 
Stanley Rd. 
Fishing Site 

& Boat Ramp 
GCP 

Drive-In (dirt), 
developed 

Lighting, signage, install an 
educational information 
kiosk 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 

Install an educational 
information kiosk or 
interpretative signage 

15 
Bluegill Boat 

Launch  
GCP 

Drive-In (paved), 
developed 

Signage 
Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 

TBD 

16 
Stepping 

Stone Falls  
GCP 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped at 

stairway 

Signage, identify  portage 
around falls 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 

TBD 

17 
Bray Rd. 

Fishing Site 
GCP 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage at entry & water, 
road crossing bridges need 
signs, improve entry into 
river 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 
and on bridge(s) along 
route to next access 

TBD 

18 
Vietnam 

Veteran’s 
Park  

GCP/Flint 
Drive-In (paved), 

developed 

Signage, dam warning sign 
needed, picnic area, scrape 
muck from boat launch, 
small kiosk with map and 
educational info, identify 
opportunity for 
ADA/universal access 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water, 
add safety message for 
Hamilton Dam 
(especially during 
removal).  

Scrape muck from concrete 
boat launch once removal of 
Hamilton Dam is complete 
(set to begin fall 2017). The 
site may be a good candidate 
to install ADA/universal 
access. Install kiosk with map 
and educational info.  

Future 
Riverbank 

Park 
GCP/Flint 

Carry-In, 
developed 

(paved) 

Canoe/kayak temporary 
storage structure 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs once site is 
available for public use 

TBD 

Future 
Mott Park 
Recreation 

Area (MPRA)  
MPRA/COF 

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

TBD 
Add logo and mile 
marker signs once site is 
available for public use 

TBD 
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19 
Riverview 

Canoe 
Landing  

Flint TWP. 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 

Signage, bank stabilization, 
add framed steps or gravel, 
trash bins, lighting 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water, 
install trash bins, 
identify funding for 
overall park and access 
site improvements  

Improve entry into the river, 
apply for funding for park and 
access site improvements 

20 River Rd.  
City of 

Flushing  
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 

Signage, lighting, stabilize 
banks, improve parking, 
install picnic area 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water,  

TBD 

21 
Flushing 

Riverview 
Park  

City of 
Flushing  

Carry-In, 
undeveloped 

Signage, access 
improvements, install 
canoe/kayak temporary 
storage  

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water, 
connect with Flushing 
Rotary on moving 
forward with planned 
improvements   

Install canoe/kayak temporary 
storage structure, move 
forward with improvements 
to access site area 

22 
Flushing 

Township 
Nature Park  

Flushing TWP. 
Carry-In, 

undeveloped 

Signage, install dock or 
wood-framed land stairs 
into river, move large rocks 
closer to the river bank 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs onto 
existing sign at water 

Relocate large rocks near 
bank, improve entry into river 

23 
Dodge Rd. 

End 
Montrose 

TWP.  

Emergency 
Access Site Only 

Undeveloped, 
road end 

Emergency access site sign 
at water  

Site visit with Genesee 
County Road 

Commission to confirm 
property line, outreach 
to private landowners 
surrounding the site 

Site may have opportunity to 
be converted into an official 
access site, Improvements 

TBD 

24 
Barber 

Memorial 
Park  

Montrose 
TWP.  

Developed, 
drive-in (paved)  

Signage, opportunities for 
ADA/universal access, 
identify potential access site 
locations downstream, assist 
Township with moving 
forward with plans to install 
bridge and camping across 
river 

Add logo and mile 
marker signs at water 

Add downstream access site, 
work with the Township on 
improvements to adjacent 
parcel, land trail extension,  
and foot bridge crossing over 
river 
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2		  Cramton Park
3		  Rotary Park
4		  Millville Landing
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6		  Klam Road
7		  Columbiaville
8		  Zemmer Road
9		  Walleye Boat Ramp
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Appendix C: Documentation of Public Hearing and Approvals  
 



 

 

Flushing Community Recreation Plan 

Meeting Agenda 

 
October 4, 2018 

 

1. Introductions 

 

2. Review scope of work and schedule 

 

3. Role of the committee  

 

4. Describe function of the 5 Year Recreation Plan  

 

5. Review changes / progress since last plan 

 

6. Documentation needed from City, Twp, School 

-budget 

-changes in admin structure 

-changes in facilities 

-relevant master plan documents 

-post completion forms 

-mi-rec grant website 

-legal notices for public meetings, etc 

-sign checklist 

 

7. Discuss public input process 

 

8. Intent to apply for MDNR grants in 2019? 

 

9. Next steps 
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RESOLUTION 2018-9-10

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE

?OPTING IN" TO THE ACTION PROGRAM SECTION OF THE

GENESEE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION'S

COMMUNITY PARK RF,CREATION, OPEN SPACE AND GREENWAY PLAN

Councilmember Bade offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS; the City of Flushing is in the process of updating its s-Year Parks and Recreation
Plan (2020-2025); and

WHEREAS, Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commissioii is in the process of updating its
Cornrnunity Park, Recreatioii, Open Space and Greeiiway Plan; arid

WHEREAS, the Genesee County Parks arid Recreation Connmission has extended mi invitation
to each local unit of government to be iiicluded iii the action program section of their plaii; and

WHEREAS, Flushiiig Cotmty Park, under the authority of the Genesee County Parks and
Recreation Comri'iission, is located at tl'ie northern boundary of the City of Flusliing; and

WHEREAS, the City of Flushiiig and Genesee County Parks and Recreatioyi Commission lyas
successfully partnered together on the Riyerview Trai? project; arid

WHEREAS, the Flusliing Parks and Recreation Committee, an advisory/recommendation body
to Flusl'iing City Council, met on September 4, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Flusl'iiiig Parks and Recreatioii Committee recomi'i'iends ?optiiig in" to the
Genesee County Con'imunity Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plan.

NOW THEREF}ORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Flushing City Council authorizes the
action plan from the City of Flusliing's 2020-2025 Parks and Recreation Plan to be iiicluded in
the Genesee County Parks' Comnmnity Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plan.

Second by Councilmember Gray, s Yeas. O Nay.

eZ ("g,.
Keviii , aiie,Mayor

l') /)
... ,k?a X' -+yi' ,f)

4g, City Cfe'rk (,)

I, Michelle M. King, City Clerk of the City of Flushing, hereby certify the foregoiiig to be a true
arid complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Flushing City Council at a regu]ar meetiiig
held on Moiiday,' September 10, 2018.

'-ira/?4] zaiii
i f sC's s'a

MicliegM. King, C'ity Clerk (,'







ROWE PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES COMPANY

Large Firm Resources. Persoria(Attention. sm

Janumy 7, 2019

Mr. Derek Bradshaw

GLS Region V Planning and Development Commission
1101 Beach Street

Room 223

Flint, M? 48502-1470

RE: Recreation Master Plan

Flushing Area

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

On behalf of the City of Flushing, Flushing Township, and Flushing Community Schools, please find
attached for your use a copy of the recently adopted Recreation Master Plan for the Flushing Area. The
plmi will be adopted by the City Council and Township Board.

The city is submitting a final document to the Michigan Depaitrnent of Natural Resources (MDNR) for
acceptance. The plan was developed with our assistance and under the direction of both municipalities
and cormnunity input.

Please contact Mr. Brad Barrett at (810) 659-3130, Mr. Fred Thorsby at (810) 659-0800, or me at
(810) 3 41-75 00 with any questions.

Sincerely,
ROWE Professional Services Company

[44
Blake D. Strozier

Graduate Landscape Architect

Attachment

R:ProjectsSl 8CO2221Docs'lAppendix CSGLS Transmittal Letter } 2-10-l 8.doc

Engineering l Survey'usg l AerialPhotography/Mapping l LandscapeArchitecture l Planning
Corporate: The ROWE Building, 540 S. Saginaw Street, Ste. 200 * Flint, MI 48502 * O (810) 341-7500 * F (810) 341-7573

With Offices In: Lapeer, MI it Mt. Pleasant, MI * Farrnington Hills, MI * Lansing, M? * Grayling, MI * Tri-Cities, MI * Myrtle Beach, SC
www.rowepsc.com
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Janumy 7, 2019

Mr. Derek Bradshaw, Director
Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
1101 Beach Street

Room 223

Flint, MI 48502-1470

RE: Recreation Master Plan

Flushing Area

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

On behalf of the City of Flushing, Flushing Township, and Flushing Community Schools, please find
attached for your use a copy of the recently adopted Recreation Master Plan for the Flushing Area. The
plan will be adopted by the City Council and Township Board.

The city is submitting a final document to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) for
acceptance. The plmi was developed with our assistance and under the direction of both municipalities
and community input.

Please contact Mr. Brad Barrett at (810) 659-3130, Mr. Fred Thorsby at (810) 659-0800, or me at
(810) 341-7500 with any questions.

Sincerely,
ROWE Professional Services Company

A
Blake D. Strozier

Graduate Landscape Architect

Attachment
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